
AGENDA 6, Enc i) ASHINGTON TOWN COUNCIL, DRAFT Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held at 6:00pm on Tuesday 30th July 2024, 
at Ashington Town Hall, Council Chamber, 65 Station Road, Ashington, NE63 8RX


AGENDA 6, Enc i) ASHINGTON TOWN COUNCIL, DRAFT Minutes of the Full Council held at 6:00pm on Tuesday 30th September 2025, 
at Ashington Town Hall, Council Chamber, 65 Station Road, Ashington, NE63 8RX

CLLRS PRESENT:
Cllr Mark Purvis (Chair), Caroline Ball, Karl Green, Kerry Davison, David Coyle, Marjorie Chambers, Louis Brown, Glyn Davies, Scott Amery, Bob Walkinshaw, Paul Wright, Lynne Grimshaw, John Tully, Jim Lang and Steven Roberts.
								
ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE
Sarah Eden – Executive Officer, Alan Bunker – Allotments Officer and Gary Holmes – Administration and Communications Officer, Ian Stephenson – Project Shield and Inspector Wayne Daniels – Northumbria Police.

Chair Cllr Purvis made an announcement to open the meeting in response to the meeting being record by a member of the public.

Before we begin this meeting, I need to make everyone aware that the proceedings are being recorded from the public gallery.

Under the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, members of the public and the press have the right to film, photograph, audio-record, or report on council meetings, including through social media. Any recordings may be published or shared in the public domain.

This is part of the Government’s aim to ensure openness and transparency in how councils make decisions.

If you are uncomfortable with being filmed or recorded, please make this known to the person carrying out the recording. However, please bear in mind that by attending a council meeting that is open to the public, you may be included.

I would also remind everyone that while recording is permitted, it must not disrupt the meeting. Freedom of speech and reporting must remain within the law, including the laws on defamation and public order.

I would also like to remind members about the expected standards of conduct in Council meetings. Members should raise their hand and speak through the Chair and may speak only once on any item on the agenda. Speaking once is limited to 5 minutes and will be enforced unless you are raising a point of order, giving a personal explanation, or exercising a right of reply. Once debate is closed, we will move to a vote on the item, with the mover having the right of reply before the vote is taken.

I think we can all agree that the last meeting was not the Council’s finest hour. We do not want a repeat of that this evening, so I ask everyone to conduct themselves with courtesy and respect as we go through the business of the Council, which is on the agenda.
Before we move to the agenda, may I advise on items 8 and 9.

As you are aware, Councillor Pauline Thompson has resigned. On behalf of the Council, I would like to thank Councillor Thompson for her service and dedication as an elected official, and we wish her all the best for the future.

In light of her resignation, item 8 — the Civic Head’s report — will not be taken this evening. The Executive Officer has circulated the formal notice of a casual vacancy for your information, and the process that follows.

It was AGREED to defer ELECTION OF DEPUTY CIVIC HEAD OF ASHINGTON until the meeting in November.

FC2526/064 WELCOME BY THE CHAIR
Welcomed by Cllr Mark Purvis.

[bookmark: _Hlk104214285]FC2526/065 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr John Allen.

FC2526/066 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
There were no disclosures of interest.

FC2526/067 DISPENSATIONS
There were no requests for dispensation.

FC2526/068 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were nine members of the public present.

Caroline, CEO of NCVA, addressed the Council on behalf of Ashington Charities who support refugees, speaking as a collective voice from the voluntary sector. She stated that people are feeling targeted and intimidated due to recent events such as protests, and that negative learning environments have developed as individuals feel segregated. She noted that people are not attending sessions due to feeling unsafe, and that LGBT people are reporting feeling less supported and protected. Caroline explained that much of this hostility has been driven by misinformation, which is bringing Ashington down, though she acknowledged that many organisations are doing their best to fight misinformation. She observed that whilst flags are powerful symbols and patriotic in normal times, when displayed in this way they are being read by many in the community as intimidating rather than unifying. Caroline asked whether Ashington Town Council and councillors would stand with the voluntary sector by issuing a joint statement of unity, and whether the Council could support the immediate removal of the flags.

Another member of the public raised concerns regarding social media posts from 14th August about the meeting held at the Community Centre regarding current events. She stated that Cllr Amery claimed on 16th August that the Tempos building would be converted to a House of Multiple Occupation (HMO) and that there was video evidence of an assault at a local eatery. 

She asserted that this information was unsubstantiated and incorrect, and that the sources cited were various social media platforms rather than verified sources. She questioned whether it was acceptable for elected officials to share inflammatory and misleading information, asked for assurances that fact-checking would take place, and enquired what steps were being taken to ensure fair and respectful treatment of the asylum seeker community.

Cllr Stevens responded that the member of the public's own email was inflammatory and filled with disingenuous information, noting that no fact-checking had been undertaken. Cllr Stevens indicated he would be looking to take the matter further.

Cllr Amery stated he was not aware that the member of the public had been at the meeting, and that he had stated at the beginning of the meeting that he was there as a father and member of the Ashington community. Cllr Amery said he didn't know about the Valentine's cards issue. 

Regarding the HMO at Tempos, Cllr Amery explained he didn't know if it was true or not at the time, but that he now knows who has purchased the building and has been told it will be an HMO. Concerning the incident at Sorento's, Cllr Amery said he was shown a video outside which appeared to show an altercation where a weapon was present, but he couldn't confirm the details. Cllr Amery stated he stands by what he said and noted that the member of the public had not addressed the facts brought up from the Home Office. He explained that he talks to residents who are very concerned about the immigration situation but emphasised that he does not condone violence regardless of who is involved.

Justine asked Cllr Roberts what was untrue in her email. Cllr Roberts stated that he didn't say anything about Valentine's cards being sent to children.

Cllr Brown asked if Councillors could ask questions. Cllr Purvis responded that they could not.

FC2526/069 DRAFT MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the last Full Council meeting held on Tuesday 29th July were RECEIVED and AGREED.

FC2526/070 DRAFT MINUTES OF JUNE COMBINED FINANCE AND GENERAL SERVICES COMMITTEE, AND FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS
The minutes of the last meetings held on Tuesday 10th June were RECEIVED and AGREED.

FC2526/071 REPORT FROM THE CIVIC HEAD OF ASHINGTON (CLLR PAULINE THOMPSON) 
Due to Cllr Thompson resigning from her position in the Council, it was AGREED to skip this item on the agenda.

[bookmark: _Hlk7447756]FC2526/072 ELECTION OF DEPUTY CIVIC HEAD OF ASHINGTON
It was AGREED to defer this item until the November meeting.
FC2526/073 PUBLIC STATEMENT ON RECENT EVENTS IN ASHINGTON (placed on the agenda by Cllrs Louis Brown, and John Tully)
It was unanimously AGREED to make a public statement on behalf of the Council on current events. 

Cllr Tully stated that he has been a Councillor since Wansbeck District Council for fifteen years and a Town Councillor for four years. He expressed that it was deeply sad that he felt it necessary for such a statement to be brought to the Council. He said he never thought that in all this time there would be a need for this on behalf of the people of Ashington and found the situation very frustrating and disappointing. Cllr Tully mentioned that he is patriotic and loves England, the town, the flag, and the displays when they are necessary to be flown. However, he stated that the displays around the town are not patriotic and are about racism, explaining that he cannot stomach the displays and what they represent. He referred to the demonstration a few weeks ago which ended up in the memorial garden and was headed by a neo-nazi group, describing this as abhorrent. Cllr Tully said the organisers should be ashamed, particularly referencing the picture of the banner which read "Get them all out" with a neo-nazi organisation at the head of the event in the memorial garden, after soldiers lost their lives fighting fascism.

Cllr Brown said it was a sad state of events. He recounted being at Catterick Garrison with his grandson where he felt pride seeing the flag displayed. He explained that sixty years ago he was in the army and stationed in Germany. During training, he and five others went for a pint one night, comprising four white friends, two Scottish friends, and two friends who were people of colour. Cllr Brown described how it took four of them trying to stop the racism directed towards the two people of colour, calling it disgusting. He emphasised that this is not patriotism but abhorrent behaviour that needs to stop.

Cllr Ball completely agreed that a statement needs to be sent out. She reported that people had contacted her, including parents with children with sensory needs who have flags outside their bedrooms, and that Northumberland County Council refuses to remove the flags despite the distress caused. She noted there has been no consideration of where the flags are positioned. Cllr Ball also mentioned another resident who has cameras installed due to having suffered domestic abuse, and that the flags are triggering the cameras and causing undue stress. She stated that regarding the division and hate, if people want to fly a flag they should put up a flagpole, and that the current situation is not respecting the flag.

Cllr Grimshaw stated she totally agrees that the Council should be supporting the community and community leaders. She emphasised that the Council has a duty of care and that every Councillor present should abide by the Nolan Principles.

Cllr Amery thanked Cllr Brown and said it was appalling that the neo-nazis were at the war memorial, but stated this shouldn't lump people together. Referring to Cllr Ball's mention that there weren't thousands putting the flags up, Cllr Amery said the same could be said of people being offended. He encouraged people to listen to Glen Sanderson's response on Northumberland County Council's YouTube channel.

Cllr Chambers stated that her grandfather was a prisoner of war and a memorial chair is situated in the memorial garden. As a member of the Royal British Legion, she expressed being appalled to see the banner in front of a war memorial that was erected to honour the brave men and women who fought to defeat the nazis, with a neo-nazi group standing before it.

Cllr Wright mentioned he agrees with the statement and believes it is well written, describing it as a very good way to calm a situation down. He noted that when talking about division of a community, it is not helpful to discuss who should be here and who shouldn't in a town that is continuing to grow. Cllr Wright stated that in the right instances flags are patriotic and give a sense of pride and unity, such as during football events, jubilees, and COVID. He observed that when thinking about the current intention, regardless of political spectrum, when Councillors realise something has been done even if innocently, they must remember they represent the town.

Cllr Davies mentioned he was present during the VJ Day celebrations and was proud of the men and women who served to protect this country. He stated he doesn't need a flag wrapped around him to show his love of the country and the freedom won by brave people's sacrifices. 

Cllr Davies referred to a social media post from last month that stated they knew where the Councillors lived, describing this as criminal behaviour that further divides the community.

Cllr Amery mentioned that regarding the Councillors' addresses, he had reported something to the police about this matter.

Cllr Brown asked the Clerk about the addresses being removed from the website. The Clerk explained there was a post saying that people should protest outside the Councillors' addresses, and due to this an action was taken to remove the page to protect the Councillors. 

The Clerk clarified that the declarations of interest on Northumberland County Council's website are mandatory, but it was asked if the addresses could be removed and the Council agreed due to the circumstances. Councillors must write to democratic services if they want their address redacted. Regarding the Ashington Town Council website, the Clerk stated that the consent form would be required to be filled in again if they’d like any details removed.

FC2526/074 PROJECT SHIELD
To receive a report on Project Shield's deployment in Ashington, hear a presentation from the Project Shield Team, and consider a funding contribution request

Ian Stephenson on behalf of the Project Shield team shared a presentation to the Council. 

Project Shield started in 2023 and is part of the government's response in tackling anti-social behaviour and violence towards women and young girls. The project is funded through the hotspot response fund and works closely with partners on intelligence gathering and determining where to deploy their teams in order to tackle anti-social behaviour. This intelligence is pulled from various sources and teams are dispatched using this data. Everything they do is intelligence driven.

Since April 2025, the project has achieved the following: 655 patrol hours conducted; 48 home visits conducted; 12 Acceptable Behaviour Agreements served; 25 banning letters served for targeted business premises; 4 community events attended; 6 multi-agency operations utilising drone capability; 5 referrals through to the Northumberland Fire and Rescue Service extinguish programme; and 3 referrals to Youth Justice "turnaround" support programme.

A small amount of funding was secured in order to connect and share information with young people. By working with young people, a message was created with them for a social media campaign called "Positive Potato". Over half a million engagements were generated when sharing these on social media over the summer in Ashington and Cramlington.

A 46% reduction in anti-social behaviour was recorded in Cramlington Town Centre, and the shopping centre manager stated the programme worked and shoppers feel safer during the evening hours.

Cllr Purvis asked if Grant and Neil still work for Project Shield. Ian stated they do and confirmed there are four members of staff including Grant and Neil.

Cllr Amery asked about the work carried out from April 2025, specifically what the severity of the home visits conducted was and whether they led to the Acceptable Behaviour Agreements. Ian stated he could not give specific information, but that one thing does lead to another. Cllr Amery asked about the 25 banning letters for businesses. Ian mentioned they visit licensed premises and work to support them in a partnership approach.

Cllr Grimshaw commended the wonderful work that the team does alongside the police, stating they make a massive difference, and the testimonials speak for themselves.

Cllr Davies asked for clarification on the e-bike incidents reported, specifically whether this includes everyone and not just people who have balaclavas, and whether it includes smaller children. Ian stated it includes e-bikes, mopeds, mini mopeds, scooters, and similar vehicles. Ian also stated there is an upcoming county-wide campaign aimed at educating people on the dangers of e-bikes and scooters and the damage that can be caused to themselves or others, as well as the general safety of the vehicles, such as battery safety.

Cllr Ball asked if Ashington Town Council can share the details of the campaigns on how to report these incidents, and whether there is another one coming up. Ian thanked Cllr Ball for the positive comments and stated they are looking at ways to increase and improve the reports and specifics such as locations, descriptions of the riders, and incidents.

Cllr Wright applauded the perspective that the team has, such as Operation "Final Bell" when children go on their holidays, and their perspective of young people making themselves vulnerable with their behaviour.

Cllr Amery asked what education is being provided to parents regarding the effects of buying these vehicles for their children, given their price, dangers, and the risk of confiscation. Ian mentioned they are educating parents alongside the police and making people aware that these vehicles are illegal. The campaign is designed to help people understand the implications.
Inspector Wayne Daniels mentioned he has been policing for several years and stated that alongside the fire service and the Shield Team, it is a very good collaboration in terms of intelligence sharing. He emphasised that the partnership cannot work without Project Shield and the partners, and that he is proud of their work.

Cllr John Tully left the meeting at 19:15.

Cllr Amery asked a question to Inspector Wayne Daniels, referring to the previous Council meeting when the Inspector said there would be resources for additional police officers and asked if this has happened. Inspector Wayne Daniels was happy to announce that as of next week, they will be at full strength.

A vote was cast and it was unanimously AGREED.

It was AGREED to contribute £20,000 to Project Shield.

FC2526/075 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN (AGAR),YEAR ENDING MARCH 2025
a) External Auditor Report/Certificate
The External Auditor Report/Certificate was RECEIVED.
b) Notice of Conclusion of Audit
The publication of the Notice of Conclusion of Audit was RECEIVED and ENDORSED.

The statement on the Council’s website confirming the Notice of Conclusion was ENDORSED.

Cllr Grimshaw commended the Executive Officer for her remarkable job in keeping the books in order.

The Clerk thanked the two signatories, Cllr Grimshaw and Cllr Thompson, for their quick and accurate authorisations in order to process payments.

FC2526/076 HALF-YEAR BUDGET REVIEW
The report was RECEIVED and NO actions were taken.

Cllr Brown requested that more Councillors attend the next strategy meeting.

The Clerk mentioned that the next meeting would be cancelled, and the following meeting would be held in November, so the Councillors can focus on the partnership agreement and get it out of their system. The Clerk noted that the partnership committee meets in October.

FC2526/077 DATE, TIME AND VENUE FOR THE NEXT MEETING
Full Council Meeting – Tuesday 25th November 2025, 6:00pm, Council Chamber.
The meeting ended at 19:23
Signed Chair:		Page 3

Signed/Date:		Page 3

