AGENDA 4, Enc i) ASHINGTON TOWN COUNCIL, DRAFT Minutes of the Finance and Gen-
eral Services Committee held at 6:00pm on Tuesday 12t May 2026, at Town Hall, 65 Station
Road, Ashington, NE63 8RX

CLLRS PRESENT:

Clirs Lynne Grimshaw (Chair), Mark Purvis, Scott Amery, Jessica Appleby, Caroline Ball, Louis
Brown, Marjorie Chambers, David Coyle, Glyn Davies, Melanie Fox, Jim Lang, Steven Roberts,
John Tully, Paul Wright, Sonia Simm, Bob Walkinshaw, and Karl Green.

APOLOGIES:
Clir Kerry Davison

ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE

Sarah Eden — Executive Officer, Alan Bunker — Allotments Officer, and Gary Holmes — Admin-
istration and Communications Officer

FGS2627/001 WELCOME BY THE CHAIR
Welcome by ClIr Lynne Grimshaw.

FGS2627/002 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR

It was AGREED to elect Clir Louis Brown as Vice-Chair of the Finance and General Services
Committee.

FGS2627/003 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Two members of the public present.

FGS2627/004 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 12t May 2026 were RECEIVED and AGREED as
a true record.

FGS2627/005 CLERK AND OFFICER UPDATES

The written report copied below was issued with the agenda. Members were invited to ask any
questions of the Clerk or Officers present. There were no questions received.

Neighbourhood Services

We have welcomed Matthew to the team, and he is working with Ryan on horticulture and as-
sets.

The Executive Officer has created a schedule for our assets and horticulture than defines the
jobs expected to be carried out across the week, depending on high or low season. This is
scheduled work and there is some time available for reactionary work. This coincides with the
introduction of the new asset platform CiviCLY that all staff have been introduced to and which
is working well and will make managing our assets much more efficient.

Prior to horticultural assets being worked through on the weekly high season visit more substan-
tial work has been carried out on each. This includes the Memorial Garden, Doves Corner, St.
John’s Workers Memorial, the Mining Wheel, Jack Charlton Statue, and the four Gateways. Sta-
tion Road beds are underway as we speak. It is expected that by w/c 15™ June we will move to
the routine schedule.
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We have suffered vandalism at both Alexandra Road Play Area and People’s Park Play area
recently. People’s Park is a concern, and damage is currently being assessed, as well as the
CCTV footage available to try and ascertain who is responsible.

The projections for the world cup are on so we hope they will pick up some positive comments
as England proceeds through the competition.

Town Twinning

The delegation of all twin towns and cities is being held in Remscheid in April 2027, planned for
8-10" April. Along with Newbiggin-by-the-Sea Town Council, Ashington Town Council is cordi-
ally invited, and the Executive Officer had an informal online meeting with Sven Wolf, Lord
Mayor Remscheid prior to the Annual Meeting. Remscheid is celebrating 20 years of their Youth
Council which we hope will be a feature of the trip. They are keen to look into Parkrun following
this suggestion. Anyone ClIr wishing to join the trip would be very welcome. The Council will be
formally represented as usual by the Civic Head.

Public Toilets

Following the Council’s formally agreed interest in December to seek information the public toi-
lets on Station Road there has been no further information from NCC. The EO has sought a
conversation, following up in January and again in April. This was followed up again in May after
the announcement of capital expenditure on public toilets being planned in Northumberland
(copied below).

Public Toilets Investment Programme

The Council has agreed an additional £1.56m capital funding in its Medium-Term Financial Plan
over the next 3 years to enable the completion of its Public Toilets Improvement Programme.
The additional funding will mean that all 54 public toilets in the County will benefit from improve-
ments, with the remaining 26 public toilets being improved over the next 3 years. Details of the
timing of refurbishment activity and scope of works needed at each facility are currently being
developed. Issues with repeated blockages at AInmouth public toilets have not been fully re-
solved following changes made to cisterns, so some further works to improve the flow/falls
within the drainage pipework serving the site are due to start in June. Access to toilets will be
maintained during the works.

Council Owned Depot — Community Asset Transfer

The full application was submitted at the end of February. After a follow-up email by the Execu-
tive Officer, further documents were requested and subsequent to some back and forth the full
application was signed off as received on 22" April. This is now at Stage 2 for assessment by
the Strategic Property Asset Management Group (SPAMG). There are no published timescales
for a response; an update has been requested.

Read the Full Community Asset Transfer Process

Allotment Sites — Management Report
Hirst East End (Council Managed)

. News plot holder taken on, with recently new plot holders making good progress
. Strimming of vacant garden carried out, this has now been split and occupied

. Pest control arranged in response to rat activity

. Scrap removed from site
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. Further plot split completed, reducing the waiting list and adjusting area for one
existing plot holder

. Roads weed sprayed

. Inspections scheduled for w/c 15/06

Nursery Park (Council Managed)

. Arrangements made with local tree surgeon to chip fly-tipped hedging material on
site
. Roads weed sprayed
. Inspections scheduled for w/c 15/06
Woodhorn Road (Council Managed)
. Site management visit carried out; plots requiring immediate attention identified
. Roadway works planned for week commencing 22nd June
. Weed spraying carried out
North Seaton Colliery (Council Managed)
. Weed spraying carried out
. Inspections to be carried out next week
. Fly-tipping issues, reminders about locking gates issued

Seaton Hirst (Committee Managed)

. Meeting held with Secretary regarding rat issue raised by local residents; pest
control requested and committee to clear the affected plot
. Asbestos collection carried out, with further collections to follow

Wansbeck Road (Committee Managed)

. Scrap collection at the site organised and completed
. Nearby residents surveyed about fence works requested by committee as part of
capital work
General

Meeting held with NCC Senior Environmental Enforcement Officer regarding the increase in fly-
tipping across allotment sites with a view to standardising response, evidence collecting and po-
tential to prosecute. Exploring fly-tipping CCTV options.

Capital works scoring has been carried out with a view to prioritising the capital works to be
booked in the current financial year.

Website and Social Media PR
Website

Ashington Town Council has completed a major overhaul of its website, delivering significant
improvements to accessibility, navigation, and functionality. The project has involved extensive
redevelopment across the website's key sections, with work on smaller areas still ongoing.

The Wards section now features a faster, more accessible interactive map, allowing residents to
view ward information, identify their local councillors and use a postcode search to locate their
ward quickly. The Policies section has been completely redesigned, enabling users to search for
specific policies, sort documents more effectively and see clearly when policies were last
adopted and updated. The Councillor’s page has been enhanced with new search and sorting
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functions, making it easier for residents to find and access information about their elected mem-
bers.

The Structure and Committees section has been transformed from a lengthy text-based page
into a clearer, easier-to-navigate format. The Allotments section now offers integrated directions
for both Android and iPhone users and incorporates the same interactive mapping system used
in the Wards section. Several information pages, including the War Memorial and About Ashing-
ton Town Council sections, have been redesigned to improve readability, replacing large blocks
of text with a more engaging layout.

The mobile version of the website has received substantial improvements, with a dedicated nav-
igation system making browsing significantly easier on smartphones and tablets. Smaller
standalone pages covering items such as seats, bins and bus shelters have been brought to-
gether under a new Street Scene section, creating a more logical structure for residents. The
Community Guidance and Defibrillator sections have also been upgraded, with the latter now
featuring an interactive search tool allowing users to locate the nearest publicly accessible de-
fibrillator by current location or chosen address.

Councillors, residents, community groups, and visitors are encouraged to explore the updated
website and share their feedback. Anyone who spots an issue or has suggestions for further im-
provements is welcome to contact the Council directly.

The following items appeared on our website news page since the previous officer’s report.
Members are reminded that we maintain active Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn pages to
promote Council activities and engage with our community. You can read them in full by visiting
the website.

https://www.ashingtontowncouncil.gov.uk/news/

Article Title Date
Have your say on the future of Northumberland — consultation open now gggélune
Ashington Town Council Small Grant Fund: Three Local Groups Awarded Over | 1st June
£1.,000 2026
ASHINGTON TOWN COUNCIL APPOINTS CHAIR, VICE-CHAIR AND CIVIC 27th May
HEAD FOR THE YEAR AHEAD 2026
Miners’ Memorial Service to Honour Northumberland’s Mining Heritage at An- 26th May
nual Picnic 2026
Facebook

The Council's Facebook page has seen exceptional growth over the period 8 May to 4 June
2026, with significant increases recorded across all key metrics compared to the previous re-
porting period.

Views reached 184,300, an increase of 207.2%, with 70% of views coming from non-followers,
up 50%, demonstrating that content continues to reach well beyond the existing audience.
Unique viewers totalled 38,476, up 174.6%. Content interactions reached 1,500, up 101.8%,
with interactions from non-followers rising by 189.1% to 740, narrowly exceeding the 749 inter-
actions recorded from followers. Facebook visits totalled 2,500, an increase of 97.5%.
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The page recorded 61 new follows, up 79.4%, against 26 unfollows, delivering a net gain of 35
followers, representing a 75% increase on the prior period.

Overall, this reporting period represents a strong performance across all areas, with particularly
notable growth in reach beyond the existing follower base, suggesting that content is resonating
with a broader audience across the town and beyond.

Post Reacts | Comments | Share | Date

& lllegal e-bike, e-scooter and motorcycle rid- | 94 37 39 21st May

ers causing misery across Ashington and sur- 2026

rounding a...

Ashington Town Council has confirmed a num- | 85 6 12 27th May

ber of key appointments for the forthcoming 2026

year following...

&, %) The annual Northumberland Miners’ Pic- | 21 0 28 26th May

nic will begin with a special Miners’ Memorial 2026

Service on...

di A fresh new chapter is coming to Ashington | 41 10 13 15th May

this summer... and it's being led by young peo- 2026

ple #& Ashi...

&3 Ashington Town Council is planting its 92 4 5 18th May

colours firmly to the mast this summer with a 2026

bold red an...

& New seating has been installed along New- | 76 12 3 15th May

biggin Road and Black Close Bank as part of a 2026

local impro...

9 Big news for Ashington and communities 66 6 3 15th May
2026

across Northumberland! @ Grassroots pro-
jects tackling clim...

# Ashington Town Council is hiring a Sea- 11 7 13 13th May
sonal Neighbourhood Services Operative for 2026
Summer 2026 £ Lo...

& ®) The annual Northumberland Miners’ Pic- | 10 1 11 2nd June
nic will beqgin with a special Miners’ Memorial 2026
Service on...

Ashington marked International Workers’ Me- 49 2 1 6th May
morial Day on Saturday 2nd May, bringing the 2026

community to...
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Upcoming Meetings
e Armed Services Day — 27" June, 10am
e Finance and General Services Committee — 14" July, 6pm

Events and Engagement

Free Swim Sessions

The Free Swim programme is a community initiative funded by Ashington Town Council, deliv-
ered in partnership with Ashington Leisure Centre (Places Leisure). The programme provides
free, open-access swimming sessions during school holiday periods, welcoming residents of all
ages and abilities to enjoy the pool at no cost.

Date Day Time Slots Available
27" May 2026 Wednesday 1pm — 2pm 23
30t May 2026 Saturday 2:30pm — 3:30pm 21
Total May Half Term Attendance 44

Two free swim sessions were scheduled during the May Half Term holiday period:

Each session offered up to 80 slots on a first-come, first-served basis with no advance booking
required.

The Free Swim programme continues to make a positive impact in the Ashington community.
Attendance during the May holiday sessions was strong, demonstrating clear local demand for
accessible leisure provision.

A further 12 sessions are planned for the summer holidays. The initiative remains on track to
provide accessible, free leisure opportunities to a growing number of families throughout the
year.

The initiative supports the following strategic goals:

» Promote active and healthy lifestyles across the community
» Increase access to leisure facilities for residents of all ages and abilities

 Inspire the next generation of swimmers — from learning to swim to taking skills to the
next level

» Support health and wellbeing across the community through low-barrier leisure provision

Ashington Town Council has confirmed its continued funding and commitment to the Free Swim
initiative for 2026. This ongoing support reflects the Council's dedication to health, wellbeing,
and equitable access to leisure facilities for all residents.

Great Big Green Week Event Tuesday 9 June 2026

Ashington Town Council's Great Big Green Week event was held on Tuesday 9th June 2026 at
Ashington Market, Station Road, as part of the national Great Big Green Week campaign. The
free community event ran from 10am to 2pm and brought together five local partner organisa-
tions to share sustainability advice, showcase green projects, and inspire residents to take ac-
tion on climate change. Over 100 members of the public visited the stalls throughout the day,
making it a resounding success.
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The event attracted strong footfall, with over 100 members of the public visiting the stalls across
the four-hour period. While the event primarily drew Ashington residents, visitors also travelled
from Bedlington, Morpeth, Blyth, and Newbiggin to attend. Every stall saw excellent levels of en-
gagement throughout the day, with many visitors commenting that they had genuinely benefited
from the wealth of information and advice on offer.

Five organisations participated in the event, each offering tailored advice and engagement:
Citizens Advice Energy Team — provided energy advice and information to help residents re-
duce their bills and carbon footprint.

Climate Action Wansbeck — ran a popular 'swap pledges for plants' activity, encouraging resi-
dents to make green commitments.

Groundwork NE & Cumbria — showcased green projects, volunteering opportunities, and re-
cycling advice.

NCC Climate Change & Warmer Homes Team — offered advice and information on home en-
ergy efficiency improvements.

Full Circle Food Project — held a plant sale and shared information about the project's work in
the local community.

Ashington Town Council — provided information on climate change projects in the town and
hosted the free raffle.

The popular free raffle for energy-saving appliances proved a highlight of the day. Two lucky
winners were drawn: Audrey from Ashington won the air fryer (ticket Green 246-250), and
Yvonne from Ashington won the slow cooker (ticket Pink 256—260). Both winners were delighted
with their prizes.

A community Questionnaire invited residents to submit ideas for small green projects that could
benefit Ashington. The response was outstanding, with suggestions including:

* Community allotments and growing areas

« Communal composting schemes

» Greater support and infrastructure for recycling

* A demonstration allotment to inspire and educate the community

An Eco Hub for Ashington

» A Repair Café to reduce waste and extend the life of everyday items

All suggestions will be considered by Ashington Town Council's Climate Change Committee as
the Council continues to develop its green agenda for the town.

Northumberland Environment and Climate Fund (NECF) Celebration Event County Hall
Friday 12h June 2026

Alan Bunker and Sharon Parmley attended the NECF Celebration Event at County Hall, where
9 of the 14 projects from last year were represented. It was great to see the breadth of work tak-
ing place across the county to tackle climate change, including river and nature projects, heating
system upgrades to reduce carbon footprints in buildings, and recycling initiatives.

Sharon delivered a short presentation on the Eco Fair, which was held in April 2026, accompa-
nied by a 5-minute highlight reel edited by Gary Holmes from the full 20-minute video.

A video message from Glen Sanderson was shared, congratulating all groups on the success of
their projects. The Chair of Northumberland County Council also attended, thanking everyone
for their efforts and providing an update on the Council's own work to address climate change.
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This included the installation of solar panels with EV charging in the car park, the provision of
NECF funding, collaboration with a range of organisations on wider projects, and the ongoing
delivery of the Climate Change Action Plan 2024-2026.

Looking ahead, plans are progressing to develop an environmentally accessible allotment plot,
supported by a £5,000 award from this year's NECF fund.

Northumberland Miners' Picnic Memorial Service Woodhorn Museum, Saturday 13th
June 2026

The Northumberland Miners' Picnic Memorial Service took place on Saturday 13th June 2026 at
Woodhorn Museum, commencing at 10:30am. Over 200 people attended the service, which is
believed to be the most well-attended in the event's long history. Despite a brisk and windy
morning, the sunshine held throughout. Following the service, the Northumberland Miners' Pic-
nic continued for the rest of the day, with approximately 2,000 people attending the wider activi-
ties and entertainment.

The service was led by Ministers of Ashington & Newbiggin Churches Together and opened
with a welcome and a performance from Brass Marras, who played "When the Stars Begin to
Fall." The congregation then joined in the hymn "Abide with Me," followed by a Bible reading
and sermon. Prayers were offered before the Ashington & District Male Voice Choir performed
two pieces — "Woodhorn Disaster," which names all 13 miners who lost their lives in the 1916
Woodhorn Colliery disaster, and "Requiem." Their performance was described as deeply mov-
ing by many in attendance.

Wreaths were laid by a wide range of dignitaries, elected representatives, trade union officials,
and community organisations, reflecting strong cross-community support for preserving North-
umberland's mining heritage.

A blessing was given before the closing address which was delivered by Mr lan Lavery MP for
Blyth & Ashington.

Following the service, the Miners' Picnic continued throughout the day with a full programme of
live entertainment and a wide range of family activities, including crafts for children. Approxi-
mately 2,000 people attended across the day, reflecting the continued importance of the event
as one of the most valued and cherished occasions in Northumberland's community calendar.
Ashington Town Council extended thanks to Woodhorn Museum for providing the setting; Ash-
ington & Newbiggin Churches Together for leading the service; the Ashington & District Male
Voice Choir and Brass Marras for their musical contributions; all dignitaries and union represent-
atives; and every volunteer, organiser and member of the public who attended and supported
the day.

FGS2627/005 BUDGET AND EXPENDITURE 2026/27
a) Budget Report 2026/27 (June)

The updated budget and expenditure report was RECEIVED. There were no questions to the
RFO.
b) Bank Reconciliation

The latest Bank Reconciliation, month ending 315t May 2026 was RECEIVED. There were no
questions to the RFO.
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c) Schedule of Accounts Paid

The schedule of accounts paid was RECEIVED and payments were ENDORSED. There were
no questions to the RFO.

FGS2627/006 CCTV MEETING, 20" MAY 2026

The report was RECEIVED and NOTED.
The Clerk updated the meeting on Anti-Social Behaviour and incidents recorded by the Police at
People’s Park. The following update received from Inspector Wayne Daniels was shared:

I’'ve reviewed our data and can confirm there have been 20 incidents reported in relation to Peo-
ple’s Park over the past 8 weeks: none in April, 12 in May, and 8 so far this month.

Breaking that down:
« 10 relate to ASB: 2 x youth ASB, 6 x motorcycle ASB, and 2 x car-related ASB
o 5 are public safety incidents: 3 x accidental 999 calls, 1 x report of a suspicious person
(not actually linked to the park), and 1 involving youths setting fires
e 4 crimes were recorded at the park, although only one is directly relevant — the public
order offence reported by Councillor Amery
« 1 transport incident, which should really have been recorded as motorcycle ASB

Overall, 13 of the 20 incidents are relevant to the ongoing concerns. While the numbers remain
fairly low, there has been a noted increase recently compared to previous months, and | appre-
ciate there is likely some level of underreporting.

In addition, the female driver of the red vehicle was visited yesterday and issued with a Section
59 warning. She was very apologetic and clearly upset, so hopefully that message will filter
through to others.

Clir Green asked if the Paddock WWood camera now operational following this being offline. The
Clerk confirmed that it was.

FGS2627/007 ANNUAL GRANTS 2026/27

The recommendations of the Grants Working Group were received. The Chair indicated that
they would go through each in order, nothing that there were tabled amendments in respect of
two.

Ashington Cricket Club (at Welfare Rugby Club)
It was AGREED to fund Ashington Cricket Club (at Welfare Rugby Club) - £4,392.

Ashington Colliery Band
It was AGREED to fund Ashington Colliery Band - £5,000.

Ashington Cricket Club (Kenilworth Rd)

Clir Coyle proposed an amendment, which was seconded, to award the Cricket Club the full
£3,500, noting that the club was part of the town and its heritage. The proposal acknowledged
that County Caroline Ball had confirmed she would use her Members Local Improvement
Scheme (MLIS) funding to make-up the shortfall, but made clear the full amount of asking
should come from the Town Council.
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Debate ensued that fully supported the project, with differences as to whether to fully fund or
support top-up by County Clir Caroline Ball’s MLIS.

A vote was taken with a firm majority voting in favour of the amendment. It was AGREED to
fund Ashington Cricket Club (Kenilworth Rd) - £3,500.

Ashington Hirst Running Club
It was AGREED to fund Ashington Hirst Running Club - £1,355.

Ashington JW Rugby Football Club
It was AGREED to fund Ashington JW Rugby Football Club - £5,000.

Ashington Veterans & Elders Institute
It was AGREED to fund Ashington Veterans & Elders Institute - £3,400.

Blossoming Communities

It was agreed not to fund the project. In view that this was the second year the organisation,
based in Blyth, has not been funded, it was agreed the Clerk should meet with them and find
out more about their work in Ashington.

Citizen’s Advice Bureau
It was AGREED to fund Citizen’s Advice - £5,000.

Cambois Rowing Club
It was AGREED to fund Cambois Rowing Club - £5,000.

Escape Family Support
It was AGREED to fund Escape Family Support - £5,000.

First 4 Darts
It was AGREED to fund First 4 Darts - £4,700.

Full Circle Food Project
It was AGREED to fund Full Circle Food Project - £5,000.

Green Lane Disabled and Able-Bodied Archers
It was AGREED to fund Green Lane Disabled and Able-Bodied Archers - £5,000.

n) Mortal Fools

Clir Coyle tabled an amendment to award Mortal Fools the full £5,000 requested; this was se-
conded. The proposed amendment cited their significant contribution to the community and to
young people.

Debate ensued in relation to the high level of funding received by Mortal Fools from other agen-
cies. A vote was taken with a firm majority voting in favour of the amendment. It was AGREED
to fund Mortal Fools - £5,000.
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Following the vote clarity was sought on whether the additional funding would come from the
Youth Fund, or Annual Grants, as this was relevant to further proposals on the agenda.

As the seconder, Clir Amery confirmed his agreement that the funding should come from Youth
Funding budget; this was agreed by Clir Coyle as the proposer. Members voted again and the
majority supported the motion that the full award be taken from the Youth Funding budget.

Clir Amery confirmed his agreement that the funding should come from the youth budget, and
Clir Coyle agreed to amend his amendment accordingly.

It was further AGREED to fund Mortal Fools - £5,000, funded from the youth budget.

Pride Action North

Clir Brown proposed an amendment to fund the organisation at £4,000, with further information
sought on activities in Ashington. There was no confirmed seconder.

Clir Ball proposed an amendment to fund £2,000 with the remaining £2,000 held in reserve
pending further discussion with Pride Action North. There was no confirmed seconder.

Debate ensued on the original motion to fund £2,000. The Executive Officer commented that
the application had been of good quality overall, with the only shortfall being that the organisa-
tion delivered only one session per month in Ashington.

It was AGREED to fund Pride Action North - £2,000. It was also AGREED the Clerk should
meet with them and find out more about their work in Ashington.

Reiverdale Scout Group
It was AGREED to fund Reiverdale Scout Group - £5,000.

Wansbeck Valley Foodbank
It was AGREED to fund Wansbeck Valley Foodbank - £5,000.

Woodhorn Narrow Gauge Railway
It was AGREED to fund Woodhorn Narrow Gauge Railway - £2,200.

YMCA
It was AGREED to fund YMCA - £5,000.

FGS2627/007 ADDITIONAL ONE-OFF FUNDING FOR WANSBECK VALLEY FOODBANK
AND NORTHUMBERLAND CITIZENS ADVICE (placed on the agenda by Clir John Tully)

Clir Coyle tabled an amendment that the underspent balance of the annual grant be transferred
from the grants budget to the youth budget, this was seconded.

Clir Ball, as Chair of the Youth Committee, noted that funds remained available within the youth
budget and suggested that the underspend should instead be moved into an open fund for a
specific focus, as outlined in the next agenda item.

Clir Tully stated that this was a matter of priorities, and that while youth provision was important,
funds remained within the youth budget, whereas the two organisations highlighted under this
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proposal existed to support the most vulnerable members of society. He noted that the Food-
bank and CAB already provided support during the winter months.

The Executive Officer advised that, procedurally, this would be treated as a one-off arrange-
ment, noting ClIr Ball's concern that other organisations may be unhappy if it appeared that two
organisations had been hand-picked to receive the remaining grant funding. ClIr Tully reiterated
that a key priority was supporting the neediest, and that funding these two organisations
achieved this aim. Cllr Amery stated that, while both organisations carried out excellent work,
they also held substantial reserves, and that the proposal ran contrary to the decision of Full
Council which had established the £5,000 cap, undermining the rules set out by the Council.

Clir Brown stated that this remained a matter of priorities, noting that many organisations had
already been funded and that sufficient funds remained to support the groups as set out in the
original proposal. He stated that CAB and the Foodbank were two of the most important organi-
sations in the town and, while they held substantial reserves, they supported Ashington and the
Council should in turn support them.

The tabled amendment to transfer the underspend into the youth budget was voted on and the
amendment was carried.

The Clerk confirmed that following funding requests of £88,847, the Council had agreed fund-
ing awards of £76,547, with £46,847 from Annual Grants and £29,700 from Youth Funding. It
was also agreed to move the balance in Annual Grants of £8,153 to Youth Funding.

FGS2627/008 SECOND ROUND OF ANNUAL GRANTS 2026/27 - WINTER WARM HUBS
AND WINTER COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES (placed on the agenda by Clir Caroline Ball)

Due to the previous item transferring the underspend into the youth budget, the item was not
heard and considered ‘fallen.’

FGS2627/009 FUNDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JUNIOR PARKRUN FROM THE
YOUTH BUDGET (placed on the agenda by Clir Caroline Ball)

Clir Ball advised that, building on the success of the existing parkrun, there was a proposal to
establish a junior parkrun, to be based at Hirst Welfare; the nearest being in Blyth. Clir Ball ex-
plained that the request was for a one-off payment to cover set-up costs, including a defibrillator
and training, and noted that those involved included members of the running club and local doc-
tors. CliIr Ball stated that the funding would leave a legacy.

In response to a question regarding the sharing of resources with the already operating Parkrun
in Ashington Woods, Clir ball confirmed this was not possible and that the parent body who ap-
prove Parkruns are strict on rules and regulations which do not support sharing resources.

It was AGREED to fund the establishment of a junior Parkrun at Hirst Welfare.

FGS2627/010 SMALL GRANT AWARD INCREASE TO £1,000

It was AGREED to approve the increase of small grant funding to £1,000 in a bid to attract
more applications.

Clir Wright asked whether, in the context of increased grant funding, this would be accompanied
by increased checks and measures, as is the case for annual grants. It was AGREED the small
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grant funding would include suitable monitoring of spending for those in receipt of grants of
£1,000.

FGS2627/011 REDIRECTION OF COMMITTED FUNDING — WARD COUNCILLORS EN-
HANCEMENTS SCHEME — NORTH SEATON COMMUNITY CENTRE (placed on the agenda
by Clirs Glyn Davis, Karl Green, and Jim Lang)

It was AGREED to redirect £1,000 of committed funding from the Ward Councillor Enhance-
ments Scheme towards a cinema system at North Seaton Community Centre. It was further
AGREED funding would be paid subject to £2,000 MLIS from County Clir Karl Green, and
placement of the order for equipment.

FGS2627/012 NCC LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN PROGRAMME 2026-2029
The feedback on the priorities put forward by Ashington Town Council was RECEIVED.

The meeting ended at 19:18
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