Enc vi) DRAFT REPORT of CCTV meeting held on Wednesday 25th February 2026

1. PRESENT

Clir Lynne Grimshaw, Clir Marjorie Chambers, ClIr Caroline Ball, Clir Kerry Davison, Clir Karl
Green, ClIr Stephen Roberts, Kennedy Clark (NP PCSO), Acting Sgt Steve Jones (NP),
David Knox (AW), Chris Duncan (AW), Neil Pacey (PS), Steven Lynas (AW)

2. AGREEMENT OF CHAIR
It was AGREED that Clir Lynne Grimshaw would be appointed Chair.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Clr Scott Amery

4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
There were no disclosures of interest.

5. REPORT OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
It was agreed to receive the report of the meeting held on 12" November as a fair reflection.

6. CCTV CAMERA — HIRST EAST END ALLOTMENTS RELOCATION

The meeting considered the report at Enc ii) regarding the proposed relocation of the existing
CCTV camera from its current position at the entrance to Hirst East End Allotments to a lamp
standard on Woodhorn Road.

The meeting agreed this was a particularly good suggestion and were grateful to the site
representative from Woodhorn Road Allotments for raising it. The relocation would retain a
deterrent presence relevant to the allotment site, provide broader coverage of an area
currently without CCTV, and — as noted by the Responsible Financial Officer — would allow
the associated costs to be more appropriately charged to the CCTV budget rather than the
Hirst East End Allotments budget, which has regularly overspent.

It was AGREED that Asset Watch would scope the most suitable lamp standard on
Woodhorn Road, and that a formal request would then be made to NCC Street Lighting for
the works required in respect of commando socket, utilising the budget made available by
Paul Jones.

7. MONITORING AND EVALUATION

a) System Performance and Reliability

The system is operating well. The only periods of reduced coverage during the reporting
period were associated with the Christmas lights connections and subsequent take-down
works, which temporarily affected coverage. There were no other outages to report, and the
system is otherwise functioning at full capacity.

b) Incidents Discussed

Police representatives reported on a range of incidents during the period. A recurring and
significant theme was the value of CCTV in detecting incidents that would not otherwise
come to the attention of the police. In particular, it was made clear that many incidents
attended — especially fights and anti-social behaviour — are not reported through
conventional channels. It is Asset Watch's monitoring capability that identifies these situations
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and refers them to police teams, who then attend. This underlines the critical community
safety value of the CCTV partnership.

Police commended the significant hours invested by Asset Watch in going back over footage
in response to police requests, which has made a material contribution to the investigation.
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Off-Road Bikes and Surron Bikes

Intelligence gathering in respect of off-road and Surron bikes continues to be a priority. The
meeting noted that while there may not always be identifiable footage of individuals, footage
of addresses to which riders return is being gathered and is building a valuable intelligence
picture. Where dangerous driving is involved, this adds a further dimension to enforcement
options available, including powers of entry.

One incident involving a Surron Bike and a vehicle on the road — through no fault of the
vehicle — is potentially being used in an education video to illustrate the serious danger
posed by these bikes to all road users. The meeting welcomed this proactive approach to
public awareness.

Vulnerable Female — Two Incidents

Asset Watch attended to a vulnerable female on two separate occasions in the early hours.
On both occasions, Asset Watch remained present and supportive until police and
ambulance services arrived. The meeting commended the prompt and compassionate
response demonstrated.
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Burglary on Station Road

CCTV footage from Station Road is being used as evidential material in an ongoing burglary
investigation.

8. TECHNICAL MATTERS

a) Hotspot Areas — Additional Cameras

Hotspot areas were identified where additional cameras would both aid intelligence gathering
and act as a deterrent to certain behaviour. The meeting noted that some of these areas
relate to licensed premises, and it was firmly noted that the police and Northumberland
County Council's licensing authority should utilise the powers available to them under
licensing legislation, rather than placing reliance solely on the Town Council's support of
CCTV. This is not Ashington Town Council's statutory responsibility, and whilst the Council is
happy to work in partnership, it should not be seen as a substitute for the exercise of
statutory licensing powers.

b) Mobile Camera — Priority Redeployment

The Council, in partnership with Asset Watch, has a camera which it was agreed could be
moved around depending on priorities. As it was part of the system for a period of time, this
has been provided by Asset Watch at no additional cost, other than relocating. Priority areas
for the redeployment of this mobile camera were discussed and agreed by the meeting. The
mobile camera will be recited to the highest priority location identified.

¢) Commando Sockets — Lighting Columns

The Town Council will seek to utilise budget made available by Paul Jones at
Northumberland County Council for the installation of additional commando sockets on
lighting columns at the identified priority areas. Asset Watch are keen to proceed with these
installations and police expressed their gratitude for this investment being taken forward.

Following the meeting, confirmation was received on the suitable lighting columns. One
column requires a one-metre uplift, and this has been formally requested of NCC Street
Lighting. The Town Council will continue to progress this.

d) North Seaton — Vehicles Leaving the Town

North Seaton was identified as a further hotspot area, particularly regarding vehicles leaving
the town. Whilst there is ANPR in place, the meeting noted that a CCTV camera in this
location would be of considerable benefit. However, having reviewed the position, the budget
required for the priority areas identified is already committed, and there is no further budget
currently available for this.

The meeting suggested that local businesses in the area might be approached, as such an
investment would serve their own commercial interests, reduce risk, and support their social
value agenda. It was agreed that the Town Council would write to businesses in the first
instance to explore whether a contribution could be secured.
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9. THE COUNCIL'S INVESTMENT IN COMMUNITY SAFETY

The meeting reflected on the significant and sustained investment Ashington Town Council
makes in community safety through its support of the CCTV network and its partnership with
Asset Watch. The meeting were clear that community safety is not a statutory function of a
town council, yet Ashington Town Council has continued to prioritise this area because of the
tangible benefit it delivers to residents.

The Council is proud to work in close partnership with Northumberland Police and the NCC
Community Safety Team and values the collaborative approach that has developed.

It was AGREED the Executive Officer would circulate a further press release to highlight the
Council’s continued investment with some stories that illustrate the impact on safety in the
town.

10. FUTURE MEETINGS AND REPORTS

The following dates were suggested, with a note that often August meetings are not favoured
and the meetings could be brought forward or back. All dates suggested were tentative and
subject to change according to availability.

= 20th May 2026
= 19th August 20267
=  18th November 2026



