AGENDA 11, Enc vii) RFO Note on Transfer of Ward Clir Environmental
Enhancement budget from North Seaton Community Centre to North Seaton
Colliery Community Centre

The Council is asked to consider the transfer of £3,000 previously committed from
the Ward Councillor Environmental Enhancements budget heading in 2024/25 for
North Seaton Community Centre, carried forward to the current financial year, to
instead support the heating system required at North Seaton Colliery Community
Centre.

Members are reminded that North Seaton Colliery Community Centre has £5,000
Annual Grant Funding committed, which will be released upon confirmation that the
total project funding of £26,000 has been secured.

Following the ward boundary changes in May 2025, the two community centres now
sit in different wards — North Seaton Community Centre within Seaton and Spital
Ward, and North Seaton Colliery Community Centre within College and North
Seaton Ward.

While there are no formal criteria governing the allocation of Ward Councillor
Environmental Enhancements budget, Members should be aware that funding
community groups in this way could be perceived by the public or other groups as
grant support outside of the Council’s agreed Grant Funding Guidelines, which may
leave the Council open to criticism.

Those Ward Councillors supporting this transfer are therefore encouraged to clearly
set out their reasons to Council. This is particularly important given the potential for
concern from members of the Seaton & Spital community and North Seaton
Community Centre, as the Council would be obliged to respond to any such queries.
This approach allows Members discretion while promoting transparency,
accountability, and clarity to the wider community.

Members are also asked to agree that the remaining £3,500 in the College & North
Seaton Ward Environmental Enhancements budget be committed to the new heating
system at North Seaton Colliery Community Centre. Taken together, these
allocations from both wards, alongside the Annual Grant Funding, reflect a total
Council contribution of £11,500 towards the project.



