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The Ashington Christmas Light Switch-On and Fairies & Elves Themed Lantern Parade took
place on Thursday, 13th November 2025, marking the official start of the festive season in
Ashington. Despite challenging weather conditions, the event was a resounding success,
demonstrating the strong community spirit that characterises Ashington.

Event Overview

Date: Thursday, 13th November 2025

Time: 3:00pm - 7:00pm

Venues: Masonic Hall (John Street) and Station Road, Ashington Town Centre
Organizing Body: Ashington Town Council

Attendance Figures
The event exceeded expectations with outstanding community turnout:

e Main Light Switch-On Ceremony: Over 1,000 residents gathered along Station Road

o Christmas Activities (Masonic Hall): Approximately 400 adults and children
participated between 3:00pm and 5:00pm

« Total Estimated Attendance: 1,750+ people throughout the evening

Event Activities

Indoor Activities (Masonic Hall - 3:00pm to 5:00pm)
The Masonic Hall hosted over 20 community groups offering free Christmas-themed activities:

Craft Activities:

« Reiverdale Scout Group - Lantern making workshop for the parade

e Ashington Town Football Club - Christmas card making

o Wansbeck Community Links - Candle holder decorating with (including LED candles)

e Ashington Swimming Club - Biscuit decorating

e Ashington Co-op — making Christmas decorations and giving out free non-alcoholic
mulled wine and mince pies from Ashington Co-op

e RVS Social Care - Knitted toys for sale, free jigsaw puzzles, free Asda Christmas
Hamper raffle tickets, and children's activity booklets

o« ESCAPE Family Support — Decorating angles and surprise tombola

o Wansbeck Valley Foodbank — making Christmas paper chains

o Mortal Fools - guest artist Pui Lee, making elf and fairy peg dolls

o Friends of Ashington Community Woods — making wooden reindeers

e Groundwork NE & Cumbria — providing information on how to recycle Christmas waste

e The Sewing Machine Guy — making snow globes

o Climate Action Wansbeck — Christmas card making

e Northumberland College — Christmas crafts

e Central Northumberland Family Hubs — Christmas crafts

« Ashington Sea Cadets — Christmas crafts
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Special Features:

o Story corner featuring local author Chris Elliott promoting Hennie Hedgehog books
« Mini hoglet kits distributed by Ashington Veterans & Elders Institute

e Memorial tree with William Purves Funeral Care for remembrance messages

e Free snack boxes for 180 children (prepared by Masonic volunteers)

e Free pop and Cup-a-Soup donations from Asda Ashington

« Free face painting with Sam from Jelly Beanz Face Painting

Outdoor Entertainment (Station Road - 4:00pm to 7:00pm)
Master of Ceremonies: Paul Skerritt hosted the evening's festivities from 4:00pm

Live Performances:

o Clare Drysdale (local singer from Ashington)

e Helix Arts featuring talented SEN/D performers

e YMCA performers from the Sound Futures programme

o Community singing — Christmas songs with Paul Skerritt

Fairies and Elves Themed Lantern Parade (5:15pm):

« Fairies and Elves themed procession

« Route: Masonic Hall (John Street) to Station Road main stage

o Parade led by Bev Palin, Northumbrian Piper, followed by members of the historical
interpretation group, re-enacting the famous WW1 football match on Christmas Day

o Walkabout entertainment from Neighbourhood Watch Stilts International & Soznak (stilt
walkers and accordion-playing ant)

« Certificates and a bauble for all children taking part in the parade

Approximately 70 children took part in lantern making workshops prior to the parade at the My
Little Kingdom Nursery, John Street, Dinotots Nursery, YMCA and Nutty Nook Day Care on
Hawthorn Road.

Special Moments:

o Pudsey Bear selected best dressed fairy and elf from parade participants
o Winners helped switch on Christmas lights at approximately 6:15pm
e Santa and his sleigh provided by Morpeth Lions on Station Road (3:30pm-6:30pm)

Community Engagement
Participating Organisations (30+)

Community Groups & Charities:

o Ashington Free Masons « Friends of Ashington
« Ashington Sea Cadet Corps Community Woods
e Ashington Swimming Club e Helix Arts
« Ashington Town Football Club o Koast Radio
e Ashington Veterans and Elders e Morpeth Lions
Institute o Mortal Fools
« ESCAPE Family Support e Northumberland College
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e Northumberland Community o Reiverdale Scout Group
Safety Team « Royal Voluntary Services
e Northumberland Communities « Wansbeck Climate Action
Together e Wansbeck Community Links
e Central Northumberland Family « Wansbeck Valley Foodbank
Hubs e YMCA Northumberland
e Northumberland Thriving
Together
Local Businesses:
e Asda Ashington o Guerilla PA Event Hire
e Ashington Co-op e Hog Roast Deli
e Caribe Coffee Co. « Jelly Beanz Face Painting
e Dinky Donuts e The Sewing Machine Guy
o Greggs e William Purves Funeral Care
e Groundwork NE Ltd
Volunteer Support

Event Stewards supporting all Town Council staff:

e Andrew Plant (Northumberland County Council)

e Brian Shotton (Hirst Welfare Centre)

e ClIr Caroline Ball (Ashington Town Council & Northumberland County Council)
e Gary McGuire (Northumberland County Council)

e Helen Andrews (Northumberland Thriving Together)

e Neil Quinn (Northumberland County Council)

Documentation & Media Coverage

Photography & Filming:
e Roy Smith (Ashington Camera Club) - Event photography
« Jimmy France (Luk Luk Productions) - Event videography

e Local schools contributed filmed/recorded Christmas songs and carols for
promotional video

Radio Coverage:

o Koast Radio provided promotion of the event weeks before and including the
day of the event

Promotion:

« 3 x Banners provided by Phillips Designs Ltd

« ABC Magazine, which goes to over 40,000 households and available online

o Koast Radio

« Raring To Go magazine which goes into all schools and also has a digital
version available online

e ATC Website and Social Media pages
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« Engagement & Events Officer distribution lists to over 200 community groups,
organisations and businesses

Safety & Support Services

o First Aid: Sandancer Medical Ltd provided event first aid cover

« Emergency Services Coordination: Northumbria Police, Northumberland
Fire & Rescue Service

o Community Safety: Northumberland County Council Community Safety
Team

Infrastructure & Technical Support

o Stage & Sound: Guerilla PA Event Hire

« Christmas Lighting Display: Blachere lllumination UK Ltd

« Road Management: Rolling road closures coordinated with Northumberland
County Council

Funding & Partnership

This event formed part of Northumberland County Council's Animating Ashington
Autumn/Winter Festival, funded by:

e UK Government through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund
e North East Combined Authority (lead authority)
e Ashington Town Council events budget

Total Event Budget: £18,780

e Grant funding requested: £13,780
« Match funding from Ashington Town Council: £5,000

Community Impact

Immediate Benefits:

e 180 children received free snack boxes

o Free refreshments and treats distributed to hundreds of attendees

Over 20 community groups gained visibility and engagement opportunities
Local businesses benefited from extended footfall during evening hours

« Families created lasting festive memories despite challenging weather

Long-Term Impact:

o Strengthened community group networks and collaboration
Enhanced Ashington Town Council capacity for future event delivery
Increased community pride and cohesion

Economic impact through visitor spending and business engagement
Documentation creating promotional materials for future events
Skills development among volunteers and community groups
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o Established template for annual celebration

Stakeholder Feedback

William Purves Funeral Care: “Thanks again for all your hard work and effort in
arranging last night’s Christmas Lights Switch On! It looked like a great event and
there was a lovely buzz whilst | was about”

Ashington Asda: “Thanks for this Sharon, you did an amazing job”

ESCAPE Family Support: “what a fantastic idea to give out free snack boxes and
very thoughtful”

Bev Palin: “A brilliant night all round and lots to build on for future events I think!
Well done to all on the organising team! We thoroughly enjoyed the evening, the lads
had a great time with lots of public engagement”.

Neil Quinn: “Just wanted to say well done for the brilliant night yesterday. Despite
the weather it was a great turnout and it was lovely to see so many families out in the
town centre having a wonderful time. | thought the stilt walkers were hilarious, the
kids (and me!!) loved them. Well done for organising such an important event in the
town. | hope you are having a deserved rest today!!”

Ashington Town Football Club: “Thank you so much for having us. It was a
fantastic event”

Wansbeck Community Links: “Thanks Sharon, a pleasure as always being
included, thanks for inviting us”.

Ashington Swimming Club: “We had a great time as always”

Ashington Coop: “Thank you so much for the letter | absolutely had a great time
and loved being part of the event. We do not require any funding for our materials
and supplies we were proud to be able to support the event. Thank you”

Ashington Town Council received positive feedback from residents regarding the
Christmas lights and festivities, with particular praise for:

e “My daughter loved the lantern parade”
e “The Christmas Lights are fantastic”
e ‘“Loved Clare she has a beautiful voice”

« “The activities are too early, doesn’t give enough time for children to get in
from school”

e “These snack boxes are great”

o Town Council staff discussed having more on the street; this would be
commercial but we need to test if this is what people want.
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Key Success Factors

1. Weather Resilience: Despite challenging conditions, strong attendance
demonstrated community commitment

2. Comprehensive Planning: Multiple venues and activities ensured
entertainment regardless of weather

3. Community Partnership: Over 30 organisations contributed to event
success

4. Inclusive Design: Free admission and varied activities ensured accessibility
for all

5. Volunteer Dedication: Strong volunteer network supported smooth event
delivery

6. Professional Entertainment: Quality performances and unique attractions
(stilt walkers) created memorable experience

7. Local Business Engagement: Business participation enhanced community
spirit and economic impact

Challenges & Lessons Learned

Challenges:

o Weather conditions required some adaptations

o Coordination of 30+ organisations required significant advance planning
« Road closure logistics needed careful management

« Lighting contractors to engage only with EO

« Early stage performances have lower turnout

« Smaller stage would be adequate, depending on performers

Solutions Implemented:

e Indoor backup activities at Masonic Hall

« Early engagement with all participating groups

« Professional coordination with Northumberland County Council highways
« No outdoor gazebos, only vehicles due to inclement weather/safety

Future Recommendations
Expand Marketing: Earlier promotional campaign to maximise attendance
Weather Contingency: Continue developing robust indoor alternatives possibly on

a separate date negating the need for a lantern parade and containing the actual
switch-on event to Station Road

Volunteer Recognition: Greggs gift cards worked well for the volunteers and were
much appreciated considering the weather. To incorporate gift cards for volunteers
in future events

Documentation: Continue professional filming and photography for promotional
purposes

6|SP



AGENDA 14, Enc x) Ashington Christmas Light Switch-On 2025 Event Report
Summary

Sustainability: Explore eco-friendly alternatives for event materials and activities

Commercial: Something for everyone, more activities that can be safely included on
the street

Road Closure: To avoid the issue of parked cars after the road closure has come
into effect liaise with Parking Enforcement on the day of the event for support

Entertainment:

e Consider a smaller stage just for the actual switch on

¢ Introduce more food vendors (Dinky Donuts was very popular)
e Consider fairground rides and side shows

e Consider more costumed characters

e Review date/time of switch

Conclusion

The Ashington Christmas Light Switch-On 2025 successfully achieved its objectives
of bringing the community together, celebrating local talent, and marking the start of
the festive season. With over 1,000 attendees at the main ceremony and 400+
participants in craft activities, the event demonstrated the strong community spirit
that defines Ashington.

The collaboration between Ashington Town Council, 30+ community groups and
organisations, local businesses, and dedicated volunteers created a magical
celebration that overcame challenging weather conditions. The event's success
validates the investment of public funds through the Animating Ashington programme
and establishes a strong foundation for future annual celebrations.

The positive feedback received, and the high level of community participation
confirm that this event plays a vital role in fostering community cohesion, supporting
local organisations, and creating cherished festive memories for Ashington residents
and visitors alike.

Report Prepared By: Sharon Parmley, Engagement and Events Officer
Date: December 2025
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