
 

 

     

   

   

    

    

      

 

 

 

     

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

    

  

  

 

 

   

 

    

  

 

AGENDA 15, Enc xi) PROPOSED MONTHLY SATURDAY MARKET ON STATION ROAD 

1. Background 

Members are keen to support revitalising Ashington’s town centre and attracting greater footfall 
to Station Road. Markets play an important role in creating vibrancy, supporting local traders, 

and encouraging visitors to spend time and money locally. 

Wavelengths NE is a local market organiser who run from Blyth but cover events and markets 

around the North East. They are currently operating a successful trial market in Blyth, are 

running Christmas and Themed Markets throughout the North East, and have expressed 
interest in working in Ashington to establish a similar offer. Their approach is professional, 
proactive, and community-focused, with strong marketing and well-established links to 
stallholders and event traders. 

2. Current Position 

Ashington currently benefits from a long-standing Tuesday Market, operated under the 
authority of Northumberland County Council (NCC). The proposed monthly Saturday market 

would complement, rather than compete with this existing arrangement. 

Initial discussions suggest Wavelengths NE would be willing to deliver a monthly themed 
market on Station Road, subject to the necessary permissions from NCC. Themed markets 
(for example, artisan food, crafts, vintage, or seasonal markets) tend to attract repeat visitors, 

offer variety, and help to sustain public interest over time. 

It is considered that starting such an initiative in the winter months would be less effective; 

therefore, a February 2026 start date is proposed to allow for planning, coordination, and 
suitable promotion. 

3. Proposal 

That Ashington Town Council provides the impetus and direction for a monthly Saturday 

market on Station Road, to be operated by Wavelengths NE under a trial arrangement similar 

to that currently in place in Blyth. 

The Town Council’s role would be to show leadership and support by: 

• Writing to NCC Markets Manager, Neil Brown, to seek support for Wavelengths NE to 
undertake a trial in Ashington. 

• Working in partnership with NCC to ensure that the market aligns with the town’s wider 

regeneration objectives. 

• Supporting the promotion of the market through the Council’s communication channels. 

4. Financial Implications 

There will be no financial or operational risk to Ashington Town Council. 

• Wavelengths NE will engage directly with Northumberland County Council to obtain all 
necessary permissions and licenses. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564120708299


 

    

 

    

 

   

   

   

   

 

 

  

    

  

     

  

 

AGENDA 15, Enc xi) PROPOSED MONTHLY SATURDAY MARKET ON STATION ROAD 

• All marketing, promotion, and operational arrangements will be managed by the 
company. 

• The Town Council’s role will be one of support and facilitation rather than delivery. 

5. Benefits 

• Adds vibrancy and activity to Station Road on weekends. 

• Provides a new platform for local traders and small businesses. 

• Increases visitor footfall to support surrounding retail and hospitality businesses. 

• Demonstrates the Town Council’s proactive commitment to supporting town centre 
regeneration. 

6. Recommendation 

That the Town Council: 

1. Supports in principle the establishment of a monthly Saturday market on Station Road, 
operated by Wavelengths NE under a trial arrangement commencing February 2026. 

2. Authorises the Executive Officer to write to NCC Markets Manager, Neil Brown, to seek 
support for the proposal and to begin discussions on enabling the trial. 


