AGENDA 6, Enc i) ASHINGTON TOWN COUNCIL, AGREED Minutes of the Finance and
General Services Committee held at 6:00pm on Tuesday 13" January 2026,
at Ashington Town Hall, Council Chamber, 65 Station Road, Ashington, NE63 8RX

CLLRS PRESENT:

Clirs Lynne Grimshaw (Chair), Karl Green, Kerry Davison, David Coyle, Marjorie Chambers,
Louis Brown, Glyn Davies, Scott Amery, Bob Walkinshaw, Caroline Ball, Jessica Appleby,
Melanie Fox, Louis Brown, Steven Roberts, John Tully, Paul Wright.

ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE
Sarah Eden — Executive Officer, Alan Bunker — Allotments Officer, and Gary Holmes —
Administration and Communications Officer e

FGS2526/106 WELCOME BY THE CHAIR
Welcome by Clir Lynne Grimshaw.

: \ &,
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FGS2526/107 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE : \ \
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Mark Purvis and ‘Jlm Lang -'\\
\ \ \ A N
0D < Y 5N

FGS2526/108 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS O \\\\ \\
Clir Brown disclosed an interest in any. toples mcludmgélle\tments\ Q \\ \ _
ClIr Wright disclosed an interest in dlscuselng Citizens Adwce Northumberland Ty
A N \“, 'Z\« Al
FGS2526/109 DISPENSATIONS:. @ gl ';’j

b -

Clirs Brown and Wright reql'jested dlspensatlons\which were agreed A

\\‘ § ) \ (-,,’.s\\
FGS2526/110 PUBLIC PARTICIPATIOI\I\\ >
There was one member of the publlc present, but no questlons < //
FGS2526/111 DRAFT MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING y N
The minutes of the prewous Finance and General Ser\nces Meetlng heId on Tuesday 9™
December were RECEIVED and AGREED <
Clir Davrson enqurred whether there/had been any update regardlng the financials from
Wansbeck yalley Foodbank The Executlve Ofﬁcer confirmed that no update had been
received, but the scheduled. evaluatlons forms had been issued. The Annual Report for 2025 is
usually avallable from March of the foIIowmg year )

I

F682526;’112 PRE BUDGET REPORT 2026[27
It was AGREED to formally receive the report sent out in December. The EO advised that this
was sent by email and had b/een mcluded again for formal receipt.

A
FGS2526/113 BUDGET AND EXPENDITURE 2025/26

a) Updated Budget Report
The updated budget and expendlture report was RECEIVED and there were NO questions to
the RFO.

b) Accounts Paid and to be Paid
The schedule of accounts paid was RECEIVED and those accounts paid since the last meeting
was ENDORSED and there were NO questions received.

¢) Bank Reconciliation

[~ C\(Ztrng han
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The bank reconciliation dated 31t December 2025 was RECEIVED

FGS2526/114 WANSBECK VALLEY FOODBANK AND CITIZENS ADVICE
NORTHUMBERLAND (placed on the agenda by Clir John Tully)
ClIr Tully thanked the Council for allowing the motion to be placed on the agenda. He expressed
that it was sad and disgraceful that in the sixth most wealthy country in the world, foodbanks
were needed, stating that what was required was a good social security system like the one that
previously existed. He acknowledged that unfortunately there remained a need for foodbanks
and Citizens Advice, and that the two organisations belng d yireceive additional funding
represented an investment. He noted that the foodbanks dea : hehgst vulnerable and
neediest within Ashington, and that Citizens Advice prowded a great retuk on investment in
terms of benefits, advice and help for the people of Ashmgto CIIr Tully mentioned he
disagreed entirely with the Working Group who ha "p f the cap |n\ lace. ClIr Grimshaw noted a
point of order than the cap had been brought to C.__{u cil and was* a%reed x;m-\\\
¥ \ 3

Clir Tully stated he believed the Councrlxttad”lost its! d|r ction in terms oft budget and\the
ceiling of £5,000, emphasising this was _-a/questlon of\favourlte but of 1or|tres He \
mentioned that using the underspend;deménstrated th\re was currentiy a Iarge undersb d
which highlighted another issue from the bouncu b

— \t \ N _\ /
Clir Amery stated he did not doubt that both organlsatrons did farkastlc work but had an /Essue
with using the entire underspend on two. orgamsatlons when the foodbank had a. substantial
reserve, greater than that of the: Councrl He felt there. were many good causes in Ashlngton that
could have used the' money, and. that this set\a dangerous precedent. He suggested this should
be opened up to | glve other’ organlsatlons the opportunlty to appiy for addltlonal fundmg if that
was an agreed use df the balances. . / f
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Clir Green mentloned he thought there had been dlscussrons about usrng the money from the

clrmate change budget\for solar pane]s for the unlt W

Clir Brown mentloned he had attended an AGM for the foodbank where it was noted there was
£200,000i in the bank, whlch was needed due to expenses for vans and a warehouse costing
£100,000 per year He stated that for the ten’ years the foodbank had been operating and the
£500,000 they.| had spent W|th|n Ashlngton they were a fantastic organisation and deserved the
extra help. He noted that: £60 000 worth.of food was given in Ashington last year, and the
representatives he spoke wrth were unaware of th/e fifteen-minute discussion. Cllir Grimshaw
made a point of order that thrs had been addressed previously and closed the matter.

Clir Brown continued that they gave £60 000 worth of food, most of which went to the Hirst
Ward. He mentioned that Cltlzens Advice provided a free service of advice for the most
vulnerable and marginalised, focusmg on those in greatest need such as low income, disabled,
lacking skills, without internet: access or unemployed. In the previous year, 2,600 people were
from Ashlngton and many were” classified as disabled. With the addition of the phone line, they
now offered visits and web chat services.

Clir Davison mentioned she was waiting for the most up to date figures from the foodbank, for
2025. She stated the cash in the bank was £314,000 and they worked with another twenty
benefactors to receive this money. She acknowledged that the amount of food was expensive
but questioned how much of said food was donated. On Northumberland Citizens Advice she
noted their income for the year was £5 million, with £2.2 million in restricted funds that was
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spent, but they still had £1.6 million as part of Citizens Advice Bureau. Clir Davison stated the
Council needed to see the figures from the foodbank, including demographic information, the
process and how much activity was within Ashington.

She noted that Citizens Advice Bureau was across Northumberland, not just Ashington, and
was supported by many other organisations. She continued that the cap was put in place to
stop the favouring of organisations and ensure the Council’'s generous grants budget was
shared.

AL g

4 RN
Cllr Chambers asked if these two organisations had req{iested any further, funding. The
Executive Officer confirmed that there had been no /_apprda;(:h from Northumberland Citizens
Advice, and Wansbeck Valley Food Bank was as(_ﬁrgzéfe,nted"ai the previoué‘erQe{ing.

o Y A

ClIr Coyle motioned to move to the vote, as this matter had beer}‘ofl:f%r agenda"s:\clr Ball
seconded the motion, noting that everyb/gdy\l\(new_'\bf..the amazing work both organlsg_:iQns did
for Ashington. She noted the Council had a grants progess in place and was worried t@_’at\asking
for more money via motions could ca( _s"e"j'_ai'b/reakdowﬁxih\\rzelatjigf’fé\ ith (}thér\cgrganisatip_hs‘, as a
proper grants panel existed. h / \\, ) A N

b <

e G h :\\\ JJ : :

. . . e e \ \\\\ . \\‘\_;i i _ “\‘”\‘,. :.\\ ‘/t_ : ’}
Clir Davis mentioned that in the papers they.__rquived on \j[he bugget it was explainedthat NCC
would soon be agreeing aideci.s/j,ﬁn on TQQunc‘ll-.t\ax\rglief, which wo@ld\aﬁect the poo‘reg‘t;p‘eople
in Ashington, and at their own admission fth{ay would be working with\‘Qit\i\zens Advice Bureau.
He noted that a few months ag@n‘gzo,OOO{Na\s givéq\'_tq._\t\he Project Shield.and no balance

sheets had been réceived,from them. | ,

Clir Tully responded |

led that there had b‘ée‘ﬁ*a’fféw points raiséd\bn\whg_,tﬁié\s\hould not go forward
but stated the Coungil should be doing this as it was the rightthingto do;"and he did not care
about the process o W\ho else gave.them money. He expressed his concern about what this
Coungilidid and what it stood for, stating it sh‘dgﬂd\stand for supporting the people of Ashington

and the organisations Who helpéd and stipported the people of Ashington.

Following the discussion, avote was taken.Ngh,
\ \_\ ; N X _ .

THREE voted i FAVOUR while THIRTEEN voted AGAINST.

The motion fell a.hd\w\as NOT AGREED i /

i
4

FGS2526/115 YOUTH SERVICES COLLABORATION MEETING
The report of the meeting held on 1t December 2025 was RECEIVED.

Clir Ball reported that a lot was happening around Ashington in terms of youth groups and
activities. She mentioned the swimming activities over Christmas and exciting events planned
for Easter. She stated that some of the activities within the Welfare Centre had been a huge hit
and a lot of people had turned up to the event.

FGS2526/116 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

It was AGREED that the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of
the following two items, permitted under Section 1 (2) LGA 1960, due to the confidential nature
of the business being transacted.

I Ciﬁ—i NS lxa/\,_)
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Clir Wright left the meeting at 18:38.

FGS2526/117 COUNCIL UNIT FOR OPERATIONAL WORKS
A confidential feasibility report was RECEIVED.

Clir Brown mentioned that discussions were taking place about the changing room at the
proposed new unit and asked where the vans were going to be parked. The Executive Officer
mentioned there were more parking spaces available than the current unit. Clir Brown raised
security concerns, and the Executive Officer mentioned th" ' 'were ways around it. Clir Brown
stated he reqwred a visit to get to grips with the sﬂuat:on

\ _..{\ \\
N

v(anted to\nsn and as far' as he was aware no

Clir Coyle mentioned everyone was asked if the & S he
ﬁ‘eommented that this was‘a heeded to

one took this up, but he had been himself. Clir C .
allow the Council to grow and to make the town" efter. \\ Y h
y A \ . \\

Clir Brown mentioned he had read a rep ) fr' m the' Cle{k stating that to get it turned' over to the
Council would take a year to elghteen mo ths and because cp‘thls he did n\Ot feel the n\eed to
visit right now. He stated that if this was serious, for £40, OOO/a w/t was reqwred before A
anything was agreed upon for the buuldmg N \ / \\ N /} : }

/ R, N \ 4

b

ClIr Davis asked if it was expect/ed that the car park was part of the deal. The Executlve Offlcer
said no, it was only the bwldrng mcluded in discussions up to now. Healso asked why the
surveyor could not look at the* stbre and the Executlve’f)fflcer mentloned th)s was due to it
being locked, but, that |t was very small \ A b S

\ \ r \

G \ - /

Cllr Amery mentroned that some CIIrs were berng a little bit: short srghted as the rent for the
current unit would go, up and go up qu:ckly once the agreement was over He stated that if the
Council could get this new unit on the terms proposed it was a steal, and the amount invested
into it/ would be roughiy nlne years' worth of rent on the current unit,'and the workers needed the
bigger space He emphaSISed this vvas an, mvestment and an asset

Clir Slmm mentloned the Iocatlon was very good and |t was overlooked in terms of security as
there was CCW, the car park and other features
‘\
! |
Clir Ball mentroned that if the Councﬂ was: gorng to!do it, it needed to be done now due to the
way County Council: were asset: stripping. She stated this would pay for itself quickly when

considering the return on lnvestment and this was a good thing for the Council and the town.

A vote was held and ELEVEN voted in FAVOUR while ONE voted AGAINST and TWO
ABSTAINED.

It was AGREED.

The Administration and Communications Officer and The Allotments Officer left at 18:50.
FGS2526/118 PERSONNEL - WORKFORCE MATTERS

It was AGREED to receive and SUPPORT the recommendations of the Personnel Committee

meeting held on 16th December 2025 regarding proposed workforce structural changes and to
recommend budget allocation for 2026/27.
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The Administrative Officer and Allotments Officer entered at 19:08.

FGS2526/119 DRAFT BUDGET 2026/27

Clir Tully mentioned the process and noted that in the past there had been informal meetings
with The Executive Officer. He asked if the Council agreed the budget that evening, could the
Councillors have one or two informal meetings with The Executive Officer to deep dive into the
budget.

With the permission of the Chair, the Executive Officer commented that since December when

the pre-Budget report went out the offer of informal meetlngs had been made but not taken up,

other than discussions with three Clirs. ) N <

/. 2 \_\ b \ ]

Following a lengthy discussion about the ample: opportﬂnlty of Clirs to address questlons on the

budget with the Executive Officer, Clir Gnmshaw sought any concerns from the ﬂoor
\

Cllr Amery moved to go to a vote, as thrs had been out with ample t|me and Councrllors had

plenty of time to look at it and to come baCk/Wlth any questlons/ \

\\ \.

4 i,
ClIr Grimshaw moved to the vote the Draft Budget was APPROVED by a majonty of those
present and voting. t : ‘

FGS2526/120 DATE, TIME AND VENUE FOR THE NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 10" February 2026, 6: OOpm Councrl Chamber

The meeting ended at19: 19
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