





AGENDA 6, Enc i) ASHINGTON TOWN COUNCIL, AGREED Minutes of the Finance and
General Services Committee held at 6:00pm on Tuesday 10" February 2026,
at Ashington Town Hall, Council Chamber, 65 Station Road, Ashington, NE63 8RX

HIGHMARKET

Scheduled Maintenance
NCC is scheduled to cut back the hedge line within the churchyard which currently overhangs
into the roadway.

WOODHORN ROAD

PLOT CLEARANCE PROGRAMME

Significant progress has been made with the clearance programme. i initiated in summer with
assistance from the Woodhorn Team. Overgrown gardens' ve been cleared and are now
being rented out, providing excellent opportunities for plotﬁholders headlng»lnto spring.

This achievement would not have been possible w)thout the de\c\llcated help trom a group of plot

holders. O
/ \\\\ \\\ \ \\

NCC assistance for clearance work where fIy t[ppmg has occurred\ D \\\
Current Status: Three abandoned plots beg?n clear\ance\work last week N X \\

k‘] \\ \ Ea \\ \ ‘,\ \_‘-.\‘
HIRST EAST END < ” \ Y // O \
Asbestos Clearance A N § ) 4 / bl
Two asbestos clearances I;lave been completed Plot/holders were{nade aware of' the la}est
clearance through new S|gnage/on the notlceboard > @ a @

\x
S

Occupancy: New plot holders are now on the S|te

NURSERY PARK &

~ h, A
. w .
~ b

Water Management ; A % :
A meeting has taken place with the Iocal garage regardlng ramwater potent|ally running into
gardens. Further meetlngs will be held |f reqUIred .

Water Usage @ ©Vae © W

We have' |dent|f|ed an error |n water costs datlng back to February 2017. Payments of £2,502.33
will be repa|d : 4 U )

ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATNES oo

Bird Box Installat|on p e 4
Bird boxes are to be placed across all sﬂes Woodhorn Road has started the rollout of this
initiative. - / ‘

TAP REPAIRS - ALL slrés

Multiple tap repairs have been, carried out across most sites, with more to follow. Poor weather
conditions at the start of the year with temperatures reaching -5°C, resulted in several taps
bursting.

Remedial Action: Tap week was implemented in mid-January, during which extra insulation was
added to tap boxes to prevent future incidents.

CONTINUING ACTIONS

Continue monitoring tap infrastructure across all sites, particularly during cold weather periods.
Continue plot clearance programme to maximize site utilisation.
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Monitor water drainage situation at Nursery Park and schedule follow-up meeting if issues
persist.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thanks are extended to:

Northumberland County Council for fly-tipping assistance
Bernicia Housing for tree maintenance -
Northeast Caravans for gas canister removal support 4 = "»
Woodhorn Team for plot clearance assistance { '\ ey 0 W

Events and Engagement / / b
Community Film \ \ Q@ |

Annual grant filming is almost complete Cllrs have. been sent sneak prevrews by emaﬂ We are
really looking forward to the finished fllm by LUkLuk F’roduchonsend groups W|ll also be able to
use promotional videos. G / \\\ y /_\ \\\ \_._ \
Grant Funding @ < @4
The final round of small graﬁt fundlng is opeh for\l\nvrtafmns W|th a ol sing date o\f"-'lg‘hfl:;eﬁruary

\ \‘\

Annual Grant fundingiwas Iaunched and agreed lat\é therefore |nter|m evaluatlon reports were
not requested until January We have \r\ecewed what was reguested and w1ll assess format and
expectations with the ‘Grant Fundlng ‘group’as part of the review. Most2" payments have been
made, with three | groups that were funded for pro;ects awaltlng complet|on

Youth Engagement & O

7

We partlcrpated ina communlty roads/how at Dukes Academy on 28th January 2026, organised
by Northumberland County.Council's Locality Team and the school. Sharon engaged directly
with students to promote the Council's onllne survey for .young people, using a prize tombola
(including Amazon vouchers, power banks, and other items) to encourage participation. The
event brought together multiple local orgamsatlons providing services and opportunities for
young people. These roadshows occurseveral’ tlmes annually at Dukes Academy and
Northumberland College helplng students access, information about local support and activities,
with the next event' scheduled ‘at Northumberland College on 12th February 2026. We have
received an invitation from Dukes Primary School to attend their World of Work Day on Tuesday
3 March, we attended Iast year which proved to be a really good event highlighting what type
of work ATC do. 0N

Keep Britian Tidy - Spring'Clean
We have planned to facilitate KBT Spring Clean inspired stalls at the Ashington Market on
Tuesday 17" March. This will include relevant partners including NCC Recycling & Waste

Management, Green Dog Walkers, Ashington Community Litter Pickers, and Northumbrian
Water.

We will also be offering up litter picking equipment to anyone who wants to take part in litter
picks around the town - litter pickers, gloves, bin bags, and we will liaise with NCC for their
removal.

Signed/Date: Page 4
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Free Swims

Free swims continue in both half-term and easter holidays, on Wednesdays and Saturdays 1-
2pm at Ashington Leisure Centre.

Northumberland Miners Picnic

We have met with Woodhorn Museum staff who continue to support the Memorial Service which
opens the Northumberland Miner's Picnic event on 13t June 2026.

Ashington Saturday Market

Brite-side Events was expected to commence the Saturday‘Market in February, however there
are a couple of outstanding matters between the C}rga iser anQNCC in respéct of logistics with

set-up and take-down and how this will be manage L ‘with or\W|thout a road' ‘closure.

Q @
Christmas Lights \\ i\\ )
In view that the projections which were part “of the' Chnstmas L|ghts dist lay did not work as

expected, we negotiated a discount. As a resﬂlt we ler}ger have the expected overspe\na
(£1,160) which was for the replacement mo/lfs on column&dueto kids motlfs falllng } '\-.\
We will be looking at alternative Chnstmas trees at the ee\arlrest o<pp/ortun|ty @ 4 |
NCC Highways — Gulliesﬂ“n : / - \ | / \\\ ) 4
'\‘l \\\ “'\- _.\\ & 5 % » 4// b
\-\ 'Q\.._ 4 //
Background N T

For new Members followmg a proposal\brought -to Councrl for proactive.r measures on gulley
clearing, we were pleased to receive news of a dedlcated 22-week programme operating in
Ashington. This systematlc plan sees the gulley sucker operatmg Monday to Thursday in

Ashlngton with Fndays reserved for ¢ emergenmes Gl

As we are now halfway through the programme I sought an update from the NCC Area
l\/lanager N O 4 O L

Current Pos\itr'bn

Overall, the programme is gomg well However the recent spell of poor weather has impacted
progress, with NCC estlmatmg they are approxmately 2-3 weeks behind the original schedule.
At present there are:

* Approximately 90 missed gullles (majority due to access issues such as parked vehicles)

« Around 50 gullies requiring. further action beyond routine cleaning

Recovery Plan

To address this and get back on track, NCC are arranging for an additional tanker to operate in
Ashington for approximately 3-4 weeks. This means two tankers will be operating in the town
during this period, allowing them to:

* Revisit missed locations

* Deal with gullies requiring further attention

* Recover lost time

Signed/Date: Page 5
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After this period, work will revert to one tanker to complete the programme.
The plan is to review with NCC at the end of the programme and maintain the proposal of how
we work with them to keep on track.

Public Spaces Protection Order— PSPO

B,
dewpien N
T,

Thanks for your email. | spoke with my manager m /r“élanoh to this and we thought the email you

.
vidence ga?herrng going fo\gme\rd and the
‘hopefully grve\us tntel as lo What\t\hls could

R \\ K\-: 2\ U
Mo ok Wy

N
ch to orgamSe a meet:qg When we look

PSPQO's are looked at every 3 years. This will th_
look like going forward.

Website and Social Media PR N v . ‘
Website W N O \\\ \\ b /-/
Widescope was contacted te an an extra slot to meetipg/s to uploa d§canned coples of the
signed agreed minutes of each meetlng N Vv /,

,r 3 \‘ N \ \ n\ \ \ 33 bt

4

The Town Coun(:lllor page (Ashlnqton\Towr‘l Council - Tewn Councnlors) has also been
redesigned for bette{ readability and easne/r reference of WhICh Councﬂ[or is part of which
committee. G N N

.‘." \ -l‘\\ < ‘\ ‘\"\ \'-“;' ; : " /

The following items éppeared on, olr webS|te news page smce the pfeV|ous officer’s report.
Members are reminded. that we malntaln actlve Facebook Insta ram and LinkedIn pages to
promote Councn actnntles and engage W|th our communlty You can read them in full by visiting
the website., & \

https:l/www.a‘sﬁi‘nqtentoWncou'hcil.g‘ov. uk/news/

Article Title Date
Ashington Town Counf:ll Connects W|th Younq People at Dukes Academy | 5th February
Roadshow G 2026
Finance & General Serviceé-~.gommittee Meeting on 10/02/26 ggdzgebruary
ASHINGTON TOWN COUNCIL‘*SETS AMBITIOUS BUDGET FOR 29th January
2026/27 2026
Free Swimming Sessions Return for February Half Term - Extended to 20th January
Run Throughout 2026! 2026
Full Council Meeting on 27/01/2026 SIS
2026
Signed/Date: Page 6
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Article Title Date

Ashington (Hirst Ward) Town Council Election - Notice of Nominations 22nd November

2025
Transformed Doves Corner Sets New Direction for Sustainability in 20th November
Ashington 2025

Ashington Town Council Applauds Success of Project Sh)@jm inTa%llnq 20th November
Anti-Social Behaviour b | 2025

25

\
£
/
¥

o \ .: \-., Ty
Full Council Meeting on 25/11/2025 /~ '\\ \\\ A \%tzh SO
) N D 1elied
Ashington's Christmas Light Switch-On Drawg gver 1,000 Res\d 31 14th November
Despite Challenging Weather N i X 2025 A

h

XV / \ T, e

Notice of Election - Hirst Ward \\ P 2025 \\

N \
Ashington’s New Chrlstmas Jfrgg lee |t\a cjwanoe to shlnef % 12“" NOV/émbef
2 : N \ 2025 /
A SN h N / { \ N
f\\‘}- // < ~’\ ,\\ — _/) \‘-\ \_\w o \_‘ /
Facebook - / @ O

Our Facebook page ‘has’ demonstrated posmve perfor(nance since the Iast Commlfnloattons
Officer’s report back on' thexqth November 2025 The repomng period (1 1th No@’ember 6th
February 2026) s‘hows growth across. key ﬁ'letncs |nolud|ng views, reach and engagement, with
particularly strong, performance in link ohcks and new foIIowers

'\ \
\ h

Sincethe last meetlng We had 3 400 foLowers and this has lnoreased yet again by 400 reaching
3,800 followers LN A N \‘ SN

3 \ ! “\ d i \\ \ &
Positive posts and posts oonoernlng Ashlngton in generaf are still showing very strong
community engagement rather than shares that we post on behalf of other organisations, with a
continued effort to share: posts where appllcable and possible.

Efforts are still ongomg on how to optlmlse Facebook to ensure the biggest reach and
engagement possible whlle we stlll dlscuss the use of advertising to boost posts, if needed.

Upcoming Meetings 4 1

Youth Collaboration Meetfng'— 16" February, 2:00pm
CCTV Meeting — 25" February;.2:00pm

Partnership Meeting — 25" March, 2:00pm

Full Council Meeting — 315t March, 6:00pm

NCC Town & Parish Council Conference — 5" March, from 4:00pm (held at NCC County Hall)
Ashington Town Forum — 15t April, 3:00pm (held at Bernicia Headquarters)

Gary has a meetings list and has also created a scannable QR code that will put meeting dates
into your calendar, please ask for this.

Signed/Date: Page 8
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Article Title Date
iy ; : : 13th January
Exciting New Play Area Coming to North Seaton Colliery, Ashington 2026

Ashington Town Council Opens Final Round of Small Grant Fund for 2025-
26

12th January
2026

Finance & General Services Committee Meeting on 13/0

6th January 2026

Hirst Ward By-Election Result, 18th December 20}5\\

Q)|2025

19th December

Council, Councillor Mark Purvis

}hgxl?ecember

Christmas Window Competition Winnef

e
A Very Merry Christmas from Ashmq\ ;’j;own Council - Holida
Times :

Ashington Christmas MarKet 2C

.‘,_..\ -.___\‘ \\ B B , /
Hiqﬁwa___}/‘s{;}ullv Maihte\nance Pf gran;\me Begmé AN Ashlnqton

N \\ b . A N \ _/

Weather
| 11th December
NOTICE OF PO L N 9 2025
— A b, i,
Ashington Town‘Qﬁ'o&mcil Offers Free S‘Wiﬁqﬁ%\mns g ) S’thgecember
A Y \\ "\ .‘ y

5th December
2025

\ \\ \ \\\
Finance & General Serwces_"ggmmtttee Meeihg on 09/12/2025

1st December
2025

Relive the Maqlc \Offlclal \/ldeo of Ashlnqton @hnstmas Light Switch-On
Now Available * \ /'- : G /

1st December
2025

Ashington Town CounCJ and/f\lorthumberland Countv Council Kerb Appeal
Trial G "

'\

28th November
2025

Ashington Town Council ang Northumberland County Council Launch Kerb
Appeal Trial R

27th November
2025

Ashington Town Council Adopt§ Civility & Respect Pledge and Commits to
Enhanced Standards in Public Life

26th November
2025

Ashington Town Council to Distribute Reindeer Food at Tuesday Market
Event

25th November
2025

Ashington Christmas Market Moves to Hirst Park in Partnership with Heart
of the Hirst Christmas Fair

24th November
2025

Signed/Date:
% (Z-l MS \r\D\/L)
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! ; Likes and
Title Date published 1} Reach@ . conctots ot Shares @ 11
rmm'h ltsgreattoseeopportumtlesIikethlsbem...‘ Boost H ‘ 12 Nov 2025 31,244 34 47
"“"""('3 (&g Photo + @3 Ashington Town Councll - B
; .https‘lfwww.ashmgtontowncounmI.gov.uk...‘ Bogat H l 19 Dec 2025 23630 49 10
= ﬁ (3 Photo » & Ashington Town Councit \
4 ) i i TR S -
ALY & & Tell us. what you think, Ashington l Brisie [| ! 9 Dac 2025 18,246 49 P
G!J Multimedia * €3 AshingtonTownCouncil ' Il
e \ Community Spirit Shines Through as Festw...‘ Boost ‘ 14 Nov 2025 12,000 98 14
> 0 8 Multimedia » &) Ashington Town Council
12 Days of Christmas Market Postpo.ned D... ‘ Bogst “ ; | 13 Nov 2025 10942 18 37
a0 (g Photo + &7 Ashington Town Coundi I 20 2
(Chcl-:ontheIlnktoteadlnfull}ht’tps:fiww.l.‘ Boost H ‘ 13 January 16:00 10,596 22 13
9 Ea Phato * & Ashington Town Council S N 1S
< ey
[ .CHRISTMASW]NDOWCOMPET#T]...‘ Boost H t 18 Dec 2025 9878 85 7
3 0!] Multimedia + €2 AshingtonTownCouncil | 11
s i NEW;Ashlngton‘KerbAppealTna.\I Laun‘..’ Boost H l 27 Nov 2025 8902 30 6
EGE Photo + &7 Ashington Town Council M R 3.
| 9Dec2025 8552 6 6
P https:h'WWw.ash|ngtontowncouncil.gov.uk...}‘ 11Dac 2025 6162 2 6

5 ﬁ@ Fhota * €' Ashington Town Council

TEER, 2 TR, - iz v d
\ o

Project Shield Update =18 February, 5:00pm at County Hall, and online. The Executive Officer
provided an update on Project SHIELD»The Council is currently awaiting an update for the
current year. It was notéd_lh\at the Police'and Crime Commissioner role no longer impacts
funding, and as a result, funding for four employed officers is unavailable. The Executive Officer
met with the relevant contact on Friday and reported that representatives are attending several
Town Councils. An information session has been arranged for the 18th February at County Hall,
or online at 5:00pm, to update all Councils. The purpose of the session is to enable Councils to
agree on how their funding is to be allocated. Visits to other councils are also being undertaken
to explore further funding opportunities.

ClIr Purvis raised the matter of water at Nursery Park. The Allotments Officer advised that a
significant volume of surface rainwater is entering the site. One of the gardens is also

Signed/Date: L\ CQ (24 VE N‘ Page 9
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experiencing considerable waterlogging, which is causing water to disperse onto the adjacent
path.

Clir Davis referenced the email circulated regarding asbestos discovered on the allotment site
and requested an update. The Allotments Officer confirmed that the first instance involves small
fragments, which may be attributable to the recent heavy rainfall and ground disturbance
caused by vehicle movement. A further avenue on the site has also been found to contain
asbestos; the Allotments Officer indicated this may have been ﬂy—hpped though this could not
be confirmed at this stage. ,.\_\\

Clir Brown noted that asbestos is a recurring |ssue/|n the atlétment area and: mghllghted that
buildings along North Seaton contain asbestos, ralsmg oonce\r{rthat this maten&could

ultimately contaminate the allotments. l/ ; / .
e G, AN
. ( A '\.‘\ k. \
FGS2526/128 BUDGET AND EXPENDI}URE 2025/26 b N N \ \
b i & \‘ b, ‘\\ ‘;\
//‘ e / \‘-. ‘.\\ /._\ "i\\ \-t‘:“
a) Updated Budget Report (/__'_ y O < .
The updated budget and expendlture report was RECEIVED and}here were. NG) questlons to
the RFO. N @ 4
V : ; b \' \ o \\._ \*'\_ ] \\ e ‘/i
b) Accounts Paid and to be Pard\ G A0 g /
The schedule of accounts pald was RECEIVED and those accounts pald smce the Iast meetrng
was ENDORSED and there were NO questlons recelved . W
¢) Bank Reconcmat:on k [\\ A /

The bank reconc:|||at10n dated 31S‘January 2026 was RECEIVED :

FGS2526/129 UK TOWN CULTURE 2028 EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (placed on the
agenda by Clir Carollne Ball) e N :

Clir BaII descrlbed that Ashlngton has a strong cultural foundatron citing the Pitman Painters as
a notable example .She expressed that even without a successful outcome, pursuing this
opportunity would provrde the town with hope and. raise its profile. She highlighted that
Ashington already has a wealth of culture and emstmg projects to build upon, and referenced
Animating Ashlngton as ewdence that bringing opera to the streets of the town drew a genuine
audience. N

Clir Amery raised concern re/éardin"g the.timeline, noting that the submission must be made by
31st March, leaving only-s'ix\or seven weeks, and expressed concern about the impact this
would place on officers. ClIr Ball confirmed she is willing to lead and carry out the work herself,
as she feels strongly about the.opportunity. She advised that she has already contacted several
organisations who have expressed willingness to be involved.

Clir Wright expressed his full support for the motion, noting that Billy Connelly once performed
at Bubbles Bar, and that for a town of its size, Ashington has made a notable mark on history.
He acknowledged that Ashington has at times suffered reputationally, even amongst its own
residents, and suggested that this initiative would help address that by celebrating the very best
the town has to offer.

Signed/Date: Page 10
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Clir Davis also expressed support for the motion, referencing the town’s strong sporting culture
and its association with the Charlton brothers as a further example of Ashington’s heritage.

ClIr Fox stated that she sees no reason not to proceed and that the Council can only try. She
noted that if local organisations came together, the initiative would also benefit their own
publicity and bring attention to organisations that residents of Ashington may not even be aware
of.

ClIr Green advised that he had received a briefing from a director. at the County Council, who
had informed him of other towns also submitting bids. He ﬁ(ote, t at Ashlngton would be
classified as a medium-sized town and that, on that basus the’fown has a strong chance of a
successful outcome. r o \\ \

ClIr Fox, Clir Green, Clir Simm, Clir Wright, ang’Cllr Da/wson all put themselv\s fonNard to assist

Clir Ball with this project. i \\\-\\ \‘,\
FGS2526/130 PARTNERSHIP BOARD’l/JP[y\TE REPORT @ )
Clir Grimshaw described the report a\s ex&eltent and pra\sedthe work undertaken as \

outstanding. 2k

\‘\'\ B ‘ / G 4

Clir Brown welcomed the cg}tnbutlons made by ofﬁce/rs and fekov(\counullors but no{ed t/hat the
Council appears to be demonstrating to\t\he County Coungl the d|r\ect\|on of travel and c/autloned
that this should not be forgotteﬁ/ as a core: serwce respon5|b|||ty He: questloned how much the
County Council is contributing; glven that' Ashlngton Tcﬁm Council is commlttlng £237 000, and
suggested that restdents ‘of Ashlngton mayteffectlvely«be paylng twice for\thas servnce with the
funds potentially | bett er deployed elsewhere The Executive Officer conflrmed that Clir Brown
requested this mformatlon at the most. recent Partnershlp Meetlng and it had not yet been
provided. \it »\ O @ G0 4

A
S b, & A
g

Clir Chambers drew a comparlson wath the cleansmg serwce notmg that it too was a core

service that;had been enhanced asis the case with the current barrangement. She expressed
the view: that the Council has con3|stently pald for enhanced services and queried the basis of
Clir Brown' s object|on S,

b G \ 7
Clir Coyle sought the permlssmn of the Chair to address Clir Brown directly, asking whether, as
a member of the. partnershlp, he wishedfor Ashlngton Town Council to continue with it, and if
not, how he would propose the fundlng be spent instead. He also asked Clir Brown to consider
what impact the removal of t" ve operatlves would have on the town.

/
Clir Brown responded that underthe rlght circumstances, he would support continuing the
Partnership. He noted that when the arrangement was first established, the overall pot was
close to £900,000, whereas' the County Council’s contribution has since reduced considerably.
In response to the funding questton he suggested the money equates to approximately £40,000
per ward, which could be used for ward enhancements. He acknowledged that the Council
should have a say in the deployment of operatives but maintained that the current arrangement
amounts to paying for core service provision rather than a genuine enhancement. He added
that the County Council is aware that, should the situation not improve over the coming years,
the Council may consider withdrawing from the partnership.

Sighed/Date: . .l P il
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Clir Ball raised a point of order that the meeting be engaged and not a back and forth between
two Clirs. The Chair intervened to halt the discussion, stating that the same concerns are raised
repeatedly, and emphasised that there is no intention to remove officers who perform excellent
work and collaborate effectively. The Chair noted that this ongoing uncertainty is detrimental to
the officers whose employment may feel at risk.

ClIr Ball spoke to the matter of value for money, observing that £40,000 per ward is a modest
sum relative to what the Council seeks to achieve. She hlghhghted that without the operatives,
the condition of Ashington would be significantly worse, and. pralsed the dedication and effort of
the workforce. She expressed a wish that the operatives do not feel dlsheartened by the
recurring debate. . N

| Y
- B, b X “u O,
A \\ \ \ h "\\

Clir Coyle acknowledged that Clir Brown contrib f-"posmvely to the commlttee and has put
forward good ideas but expressed frustration tbat::dlscussrons in fulllCouncil meetrn\gs appear to
regress rather than progress. He noted that he Councn benefits from a.15% dlscount from the
County Council because of having flve opera ives int pla\e when compared to what em onment
costs would be otherwise. L N

F \. %‘. (/ \\\\\ /,/ i \\/ ‘._\ \} _\\

Clir Simm expressed her appreciation for. the\mpact of the' Partn\ershlp crtlng |nrt|at|ves such as
Kerb Appeal as partlcularly impressive. She not\ed that residents have also observed B ,:f
improvements, including grass edglng -and gEllIy clearance and hlghll\ghted the V|S|bIe e)‘fort of

officers including personally. aSS|st|ng wrth\lltter pICkIng / <

- l‘\ / i \
\_ \

Clir Amery acknowledged that he has not atways been the strongest advocate /or the
partnership but stated ‘that over recent\mopthsrthere has: been a meanlngful shift in the
Council’'s ability to mfluence the deployment of ope[atlves He encouraged the partnership to
continue evolving, commended the commlttee for thelr efforts and stressed the importance of
malntalnlng the current momentum

< B - i
\ \ B b

/,

Clir Davres clarified that he has neve) advocated for abol:shlng the partnership but questioned
whether it'i IS approprlate fo the Council to. pay £250,000 to the County Council for what he
considers to’ be a core serwce He drew a companson wrth other towns and parishes that do not
have a srmllar enhancement agreement such’ as\Seahouses and noted that the two principal
councils with such agreements are Blyth and Ashlngton He called for a review of the agreement
and a comparison with other:areas, to establish whether the Council is receiving fair value. He
reiterated that he is not seeklng to cause division, and acknowledged that the current delivery is
excellent, but expressed a desire for.proper scrutiny. He also recalled that when the original
agreement was made, certaln commitments were given that were never fulfilled.

Clir Purvis noted that he has been a member of the Council since its establishment and that this
issue has been raised every year without anyone ever approaching him or the Council with a
viable alternative. He stated thatithe current level and quality of service cannot be replicated for
£237,000 through any other means and expressed concern that the debate continues to go
around in circles.

Clir Grimshaw closed by thanking the operatives, officers, and members of the board for their
exceptional work. She encouraged anyone with ideas for further enhancement to bring them to
the attention of the Executive Officer. Clir Grimshaw also suggested that those Clirs who feel

Signed/Date: _ Page 12
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they have alternative ideas to the current arrangement get their heads together and bring
something to be considered.

FGS2526/131 ASHINGTON COMMUNITY WOODS

An update on the project was received with a report of the last meeting held. The report outlined
progress on the proposed improvements to the site entrance and Miners’ Memorial. The project,
developed in partnership with Groundwork and the Friends Group, has included community
consultation, initial design options, and preparation for a fut(ure;turtdjng application.

The report summarised feedback from 48 consultation ré'sp'oﬁs’es""'high't'i\ghting that the woods
are well-used by local residents, primarily for dog walklng\and exercise. Keyissues raised
included fires and camps, drainage and parking concerps dog foullng and" oyergrown paths.
While most respondents felt the entrance was welcoming, suggesttons included mgroved
drainage, better signage and waymarking, and aherttage -themed: feat\ure if artwork were to be
introduced. There was limited support for, add|t|onal 'seating or shelters due to concerns about
vandalism and anti-social behaviour. / . ) \_-.‘ u,\\_ A N
A \'\ & \‘x-\\ \- -

X

The Steering Group also noted practlcal cénsrderatlons m&udmg dr’alnage works acce\ss for
horses and people with disabilities, wider. parklng issues, and the potential to use\drgltal ‘
interpretation (such as QR codes) to enhance VISI’EOI’ engagement The report and. |ntt|al de3|gn
concepts were noted. A BN . 4 - \\ \
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The report and update was reoelved CIIr Amery expressed his apprecratron for the 'woods,
describing it as a, brilliant'asset forAshlngton\and suggested that it would, beneflt from some
Council funding, such as the prOV|s1on of add|t|onal seatlng y

Clir Fox agreed that the woods is a fantastrc asset and that she makes great use of it herself,
however she dlsagreed with the proposal for addltional seatmg expressmg concern that during
the summer months this could attract antl social behaviour. from young people and result in
damage to the asset. She suggested that the condition of the grounds should be addressed
before consrderahon is gr\ren to further addltlons such as seatlng or statues.

Clir Ball noted that she had attended the recent meetlng and was struck by the genuine care
shown by those present for the asset. She hlghllghted that when the community woods were
established, there was an understandlng that W|thout continued funding, the paths and wider
infrastructure would: fall into disrepair. She confirmed that she would be happy to direct ward
funds towards the assetand to explore additional funding sources if required.

A
The Executive Officer confirmed that the rnoney set aside by the Council will fund the initial
project scope and completion of grant funding applications for larger pots of money.

FGS2526/132 SMALL AND ANNUAL GRANTS 2026/27
It was AGREED that the working group would be reconvened.

Clir Brown advised that Clir Tully had expressed an interest in joining the committee, as had Clir
Brown himself.

Clir Fox drew attention to an issue she had observed with the small grants process, noting that
smaller organisations such as Community Interest Companies can often struggle to access
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funding and may disengage from the process entirely due to the requirement for 12 months
accounts. She suggested that consideration be given to establishing a separate funding pot
specifically for smaller and newer organisations to apply to.

Clir Green expressed his support for Clir Fox’s suggestion.

Clir Brown took the opportunity to thank all those involved in the North Seaton Colliery
Community Centre, confirming that the solar panels are NOW. fully.installed and operational and
that the central heating installation is complete. He also extended thanks to Kompan for their
contribution to the play park. Gy

A ‘-—{.\ - "“\\
It was AGREED that those members of the Grant’é/é\roup contlnue Clirs Gnmshaw
Chambers, Green, Ball, and Davison with the adfiltlo of Cl|rsﬁ3r(\:vn and Tulfy

N & ¥V
FGS2526/134 DATE, TIME AND VENUE FQR TH QIEXT MEETING\\ A N
Tuesday 10" March 2026, 6:00pm, CounCII/Cham e&\\ A
/f\.\\ \ ‘\.‘\_ ‘-\‘\ \'u
The meeting ended at 19:02 ) ¢ ad ) @ ‘} \
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