AGENDA 6, Enc i) ASHINGTON TOWN COUNCIL, AGREED Minutes of the Finance and
General Services Committee held at 6:00pm on Tuesday 10" February 2026,
at Ashington Town Hall, Council Chamber, 65 Station Road, Ashington, NE63 8RX

CLLRS PRESENT:

Clirs Lynne Grimshaw (Chair), Karl Green, Kerry Davison, David Coyle, Marjorie Chambers,
Louis Brown, Glyn Davies, Scott Amery, Bob Walkinshaw, Caroline Ball, Jessica Appleby,
Melanie Fox, Mark Purvis, Sonia Simm, Steven Roberts, Paul Wright.

ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE
Sarah Eden — Executive Officer, Alan Bunker — Allotments Officer, and Gary Holmes —
Administration and Communications Officer

FGS2526/121 WELCOME BY THE CHAIR

Welcome by Clir Lynne Grimshaw. o \‘i:\: /\ g \.;\\\
/‘ \\‘ \\ < \\_\‘.‘ \\\
FGS2526/122 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE y \\ A Y
Apologies for absence were received from CIIr\JIm Ifglng Lo
& Q V N
FGS2526/123 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS \ A \*\\\ X
Clir Fox disclosed an interest in the dISCUS ion of small\grant as'ha aving a not for proﬂt \
Community Interest Company (CIC) in As ington. Q (£ / ) N b
\.. . By /; ' fl
Clir Brown disclosed an mterest in: any dlscusslon of a}lc{ments,(as\ an allotment -hg!‘dér/f
iy Q. 4 \\ \
FGS2526/124 DISPENSATIONS «Q O VXV o
Clirs Fox and Brown requested a dlspensatlon to stay in the meetmg aqd speak on\ltems if
necessary. a N Y b N < y
FGS2526/125 PUBL((C PARTICIPATICN/ . W
There we no membe(s of the public. . <,-, e -

5
y
v

FGS2526/126 DRAFT INUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING -
The mlnutes of the pre\nous Flnance and General Ser\nces Meetlng held on Tuesday 13"
January were RECElVED and AGREED \

FG8252611 27 CLERK AND OFFICER UPDATES

Neighbourhood Servrce"s. b _' - | )

Play Areas Od

Repairs and maintenance contlnue across all play areas following each site having a RoSPA
Play Safety inspection. We: awalt part for some and better weather for repainting and surfacing
works. -

North Seaton Colliery Play Aree[is complete apart from the basketball net, and some internal
verge works. Once the weather improves we will arrange an opening event.

Bus Shelters

We are still waiting for funding information back in regards bus shelters. The funding is expected
from NCC via NECA, however | cannot order shelters until | have confirmation. Once this is
confirmed we will be able to order those identified as requiring replacement. This includes
replacement of the ageing existing bus shelters at The Northern, with a new transparent shelter
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AGENDA 6, Enc i) ASHINGTON TOWN COUNCIL, AGREED Minutes of the Finance and
General Services Committee held at 6:00pm on Tuesday 10" February 2026,
at Ashington Town Hall, Council Chamber, 65 Station Road, Ashington, NE63 8RX

with additional accessible seating. Improved entry and egress for bus users. More light with
upper poly panels so users can see when bus is coming. Also, Briardene, as noted and also
with improved egress onto pavement which is currently lacking. Finally funding towards
accessible seating made locally for all shelters without.

Town Seats
We expect those seats that have been ordered for Haydon ward (5) to arrive this week.

Horticulture .
B,

It is a terrible time of year for gardening, but all areas will be V|S|ted agaln in February for a
clean-up. Our priority is the Memorial Garden in re/adlness for\some new p!a‘nkng on the west

border, but it is too early at the moment. i \\\ h N
foon

A
s e A \ \\
The wall surrounding the Woodhorn Gateway was | |t by a car m\he N\w Year. A Iooal
contractor is carrying out the repair in the/next couple of weeks. D \\.
: < \

N

A o o
Allotments / / \‘\\ // D, \ :\ \\ N

The following report provides an update on maintenance aotlwtles site |mprovements and
ongoing issues across all allotment sites und\er management\Key accompllshments mclude
completion of rent collectlons resolutlon of fly-tlpplng mc;dents Wi te\r tap repairs, and /
clearance of overgrown pIo@ “\ Sl A N Y

NORTH SEATON, COLLIERY O\

Rent Collectlons s ) O . 4

i \\ y L. | - A
Rent collections are complete g Vo, y N

Fly-Tipping Resolutlon O
Assustance was secured from Northumberland Gounty Councnl (NCCf regardlng fly-tipping
incidents. ™. \ L a4 N 5N
Materials removed moluded v : B
° Mu[tlple hedges and branohes
e One band|t machme Iooated in the hedge row.

e Plot holders suocessfully recycled ch|pp|ngs

-

Hedge and Tree Mamtenance ' f’

Work has been Completed on hedge and tree outtlngs on both sides of the North Seaton

Colliery site. /

t\\

SEATON HIRST

Tree Management

Bernicia Housing has completed,cutting of an overhanging tree from a neighbouring property
that borders the allotment site. Liaison with Bernicia regarding this issue has been ongoing
since summer.

Safety Concerns
Three gas canisters were safely removed from the site. Thanks are extended to Northeast
Caravans for their assistance with this matter.
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AGENDA 6, Enc i) ASHINGTON TOWN COUNCIL, AGREED Minutes of the Finance and
General Services Committee held at 6:00pm on Tuesday 10" February 2026,
at Ashington Town Hall, Council Chamber, 65 Station Road, Ashington, NE63 8RX

HIGHMARKET

Scheduled Maintenance
NCC is scheduled to cut back the hedge line within the churchyard which currently overhangs
into the roadway.

WOODHORN ROAD

PLOT CLEARANCE PROGRAMME

Significant progress has been made with the clearance programme. initiated in summer with
assistance from the Woodhorn Team. Overgrown gardens: have been 'cleared and are now
being rented out, providing excellent opportunities for plot holders headlngxlnto spring.

This achievement would not have been possible wrthout the de\dlcated help from a group of plot

holders. y \-\ ,

NCC assistance for clearance work where fly trppmg has occurred\ \ \
Current Status: Three abandoned plots b?\n clea\ance{vork I}st week \ < \ \
A \ A -\"\

HIRST EAST END &d X \
Asbestos Clearance O \/ b 2N // G
Two asbestos clearances have been completed Plot holders were\ntade aware of. the Ia/t/est
clearance through new srgnageon the notlceboard \\.\- b i i
Occupancy: New plot holders are now on the site. . .. ' s

i ) \.\ ‘\ .‘\.‘ \-l‘_‘ .‘\\\ \.\.‘ ///
NURSERY PARK Ay < U
Water Management N o

A meeting has taken place with the Iocal garage regardlng ralnwater potentlally running into
gardens Further meetlngs will be héld, |f reqwred : -

Water Usage O . U N

5
We have |dentif|ed an error |n water costs datlng back to February 2017. Payments of £2,502.33
will be repard : \ )

ENVIRONMENTAL INITIA TIVES :

Bird Box Installatlon " AR /‘J
Bird boxes are to be placed across all S|tes Woodhorn Road has started the rollout of this
initiative. / 3

5
TAP REPAIRS - ALL SITES

Multiple tap repairs have been, carried out across most sites, with more to follow. Poor weather
conditions at the start of the year with temperatures reaching -5°C, resulted in several taps
bursting.

Remedial Action: Tap week was implemented in mid-January, during which extra insulation was
added to tap boxes to prevent future incidents.

CONTINUING ACTIONS

Continue monitoring tap infrastructure across all sites, particularly during cold weather periods.
Continue plot clearance programme to maximize site utilisation.
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Monitor water drainage situation at Nursery Park and schedule follow-up meeting if issues
persist.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thanks are extended to:

Northumberland County Council for fly-tipping assistance
Bernicia Housing for tree maintenance T
Northeast Caravans for gas canister removal support .« =

Woodhorn Team for plot clearance assistance ¢ A N
& \\\ \\
Events and Engagement / D O
/ / \‘\ .\\\ l“‘\_: \\\
Community Film \\ 4 @ T\

Annual grant filming is almost comptete/ Ctlrs have. been sent sneak | prevl\ws by emali‘\ We are
really looking forward to the finished fllm by LukLuk Prodgotlonsfand groups W|II also be e\ble to

use promotional videos. N \ W 3 G -\\ \ : \

\-\ _\\\ \_\‘.\ : : \‘_\ /! A
Grant Funding < \/ h 4 J
The final round of small grant fundlng is opem for mwtatrons wrth a clos:ng date of\1 8th February
and officer decisions by 25“‘ February y ; / < D ‘ ~

Annual Grant fundingiwas Iaunched and agreed late therefore |nter|m eyaluatlon reports were

not requested unfi January We have rece:ved what was requested and will assess format and
expectations with. the Grant Fundmg group’ ‘as part of the review. Most gnd payments have been
made, with three' groups that were funded fo?pro;eots awaltlng oompletlon

< < - 4
Youth Engagement A N D 4

We partrclpated ina communlty roadshow at Dukes Academy on 28th January 2026, organised
by Northumberland County\CouncHs Locallty Team and the school. Sharon engaged directly
with students to promote the' Council's online* survey for .young people, using a prize tombola
(including Amazon vouchers, power banks, and other items) to encourage participation. The
event brought together multiple local organlsatlons providing services and opportunities for
young people. These roadshows occurseveral tlmes annually at Dukes Academy and
Northumberland College helpmg students access, information about local support and activities,
with the next event scheduled at Northumberland ‘College on 12th February 2026. We have
received an invitation from Dukes Primary School to attend their World of Work Day on Tuesday
3" March, we attended Iast year which proved to be a really good event highlighting what type
of work ATC do.

Keep Britian Tidy - Spring'Cfean
We have planned to facilitate KBT Spring Clean inspired stalls at the Ashington Market on
Tuesday 17t March. This will include relevant partners including NCC Recycling & Waste

Management, Green Dog Walkers, Ashington Community Litter Pickers, and Northumbrian
Water.

We will also be offering up litter picking equipment to anyone who wants to take part in litter
picks around the town - litter pickers, gloves, bin bags, and we will liaise with NCC for their
removal.
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AGENDA 6, Enc i) ASHINGTON TOWN COUNCIL, AGREED Minutes of the Finance and
General Services Committee held at 6:00pm on Tuesday 10" February 2026,
at Ashington Town Hall, Council Chamber, 65 Station Road, Ashington, NE63 8RX

Free Swims

Free swims continue in both half-term and easter holidays, on Wednesdays and Saturdays 1-
2pm at Ashington Leisure Centre.

Northumberland Miners Picnic

We have met with Woodhorn Museum staff who continue to support the Memorial Service which
opens the Northumberland Miner's Picnic event on 13" June 2026.

Ashington Saturday Market y.

Brite-side Events was expected to commence the Saturday N(rket in Februaw, however there
are a couple of outstanding matters between the orgaqser and\NCC in respect of logistics with
set-up and take-down and how this will be man/aged with or\WIth\c\Jut a road" closure

Christmas Lights \\'. 4 . \ o

In view that the projections which were part of the' Chrlstmas Lights dis Iay did not work as
expected, we negotiated a discount. As a resﬂlt we Ionger have the expected overspe\nd\

(£1,160) which was for the replacement mo/lfs on columngdusto kids motlfs failing. \f A
We will be looking at alternative Chnstmas trees at the eé‘lrest opp/ortunlty “-\\ \ / o

\“ . \\ N

i 4 .:/ S h Y . h \\ b < /
NCC Highways - Gullies. > " = 4 U .
\ . .\\ b & \‘}:\ “‘\'7 ‘ a : -:\-\ -‘\-\ 5 /_, ‘.A‘_\.\
e R : ? % \\ \\ : . > v 3 /}
e - ; < : \ \ *-\‘. '\\ < //
Background [ L | ) 4

For new Members followmg a proposal brought to Councul for proactive. measures on gulley
clearing, we were, pleased to receive news ofa dedlcated 22—week progr/amme operating in
Ashington. This systematlc plan sees the gulley sucker operatlng Monday to Thursday in

Ashlngton with Frldays reserved for emergenmes L

As we are:now halfway through the programme I sought an update from the NCC Area
Nlanager N\ H Y 4 O T,

Current Posithn )

Overall, the programme is gomg well. However the recent spell of poor weather has impacted
progress, with NCC estlmatmg they. are apprommately 2-3 weeks behind the original schedule.
At present there are:

» Approximately 90 missed gullles (majonty due to access issues such as parked vehicles)

« Around 50 gullies requiring.further action beyond routine cleaning

Recovery Plan

To address this and get back on track, NCC are arranging for an additional tanker to operate in
Ashington for approximately 3-4 weeks. This means two tankers will be operating in the town
during this period, allowing them to:

* Revisit missed locations

+ Deal with gullies requiring further attention

* Recover lost time
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After this period, work will revert to one tanker to complete the programme.
The plan is to review with NCC at the end of the programme and maintain the proposal of how
we work with them to keep on track.

Public Spaces Protection Order— PSPO

Following the Council's agreement to respond to the consultaglon W|MOpes of a future survey

on ‘dogs on sports fields’, we received the following positive [response. . S

Thanks for your email. | Spoke with my manager ing félat:oh\to this and we thought the email you
A

sent detailed it perfectly. We are going to do some: evidence ga\?we{mg going fo\fwa\rd and the

PSPOQO's are looked at every 3 years. This will then ?o,oefuﬂy give us.intel as to What\t‘hls could

look like going forward. ; R \\ i

\\' i \\ \ \\\ \
b, ;thls

| have your contact details so may befﬁ h fo orga \\.'\S\e \a et:qg When we look
N vV N N ‘
- - . \ 3 \\\\ ‘\n_“ \x\\ )
Website and Social Media PR N G @ 4
\ \\ \‘-., far \\ \ b j/
Website A 9 "\ y \,--\ 4

Widescope was contacted to add an extra slot to. meet gs to upIoad scanned coples of the
signed agreed mmutes of each meetlng < \ ? L /
. \ N \‘-\- ‘\\ R Bl a /
The Town Councnlor page (Ashlnqton Towh Council - Tov:ln\Councnlors) has. also been
redesigned for bette( readability and easuer reference of whlch Councmor is part of which
committee. Ly N \\ gl

L- \\ '\: \\ - B //
The followmg |tems appeared on our web3|te news page smce the previous officer’s report.
Members are reminded that we malntaln actlve Facebook Instagram and LinkedIn pages to
promote Councn actlwtles and engage W|th our communlty You can read them in full by visiting
the websﬂe WV : \ )

https:l/www.asni'nthntoWncouncil:g‘ov.uklnews\]' |

Article Title Date
Ashington Town Councn Connects W|th Younq People at Dukes Academy | 5th February

Roadshow < s 2026
. N lp Einic 3rd February

Finance & General Services.Committee Meeting on 10/02/26 2026
ASHINGTON TOWN COUNCH}SETS AMBITIOUS BUDGET FOR 29th January

2026/27 2026
Free Swimming Sessions Return for February Half Term - Extended to 20th January

Run Throughout 2026! 2026
Full Council Meeting on 27/01/2026 ehith danuary

2026
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Article Title Date
Ashington (Hirst Ward) Town Council Election - Notice of Nominations gggg Neverger
Transformed Doves Corner Sets New Direction for Sustainability in 20th November
Ashington 2025
Ashington Town Council Applauds Success of Project Shjgg |n Tagkllnq 20th November
Anti-Social Behaviour @ A 2025
-- \“‘ S Q17th Novemb
Full Council Meeting on 25/11/2025 T N T VST
Qi \\\ X 2025
Ashington's Christmas Light Switch-On Drawg de/ 1,000 ReSId it 12th Ngvember
Despite Challenging Weather & € 2025 S
i RV e Qo N Booer
Notice of Election - Hirst Ward < \ U 2025 \i \\
Ashington’s New Chrrstmasﬁﬂ‘g@ lee |t\abhance to shmet < 12{h N‘.’F/e,mbef
S 5 2025 A
: AN /
:/' . 4 A \ =T

Facebook . \ h / &

Our Facebook page has’ demonstrated posmve performance since the Iast Com/munlcatlons
Officer's report back n thex 1t November 2025 The reportmg period (1 1th November - 6th
February 2026) shows growth across! key metrlcs rQqudlng views, reach and engagement, with

particularly strong pe(formance in link clicks and new followers
AN

\

Sincethe last meetlng We had 3 400 foLIowers and th|s has increased yet again by 400 reaching

3,800 followers N o N Vo <

N : N . \

/,

Positive posts and posts ooncernlng Ashlngton in generat are still showing very strong
community engagement rather than shares that we post on behalf of other organisations, with a
continued effort to share posts where appllcable and possible.

Efforts are still ongonng on, how to optlmise Facebook to ensure the biggest reach and
engagement possible: while we' still: dISCUSS the Use of advertising to boost posts, if needed.

’/
s
o

Upcoming Meetings

Youth Collaboration Meetlng - 16 February, 2:00pm
CCTV Meeting — 25t February, 2:00pm

Partnership Meeting — 25" March, 2:00pm

Full Council Meeting — 315t March, 6:00pm

NCC Town & Parish Council Conference — 5" March, from 4:00pm (held at NCC County Hall)
Ashington Town Forum — 15t April, 3:00pm (held at Bernicia Headquarters)

Gary has a meetings list and has also created a scannable QR code that will put meeting dates
into your calendar, please ask for this.

Signed/Date: Page 8
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Article Title Date
- . ; ; 13th January
Exciting New Play Area Coming to North Seaton Colliery, Ashington 2026

Ashington Town Council Opens Final Round of Small Grant Fund for 2025-
26

12th January
2026

Finance & General Services Committee Meeting on 13/0

6th January 2026

Hirst Ward By-Election Result, 18th December 2035

19th December

2},2025

Council, Councillor Mark Purvis

18\h December

Christmas Window Competition Winn

A Very Merry Christmas from Ashmcﬁ@ﬁ.,ﬁown Council -
Times

Ashington Christmas Markgjkg
Weather \. < \

16th | \_ ermber
2025

HIRST WARQY EL' :-}_.;_T,

2l 11/th December

2 i
quhwavé Gullv Ma|htenance Pfogramhﬂe Bebme in Ashmqton

N D, : hd

hl/r’,. l‘\ % e :
NOTICE OF POKLIHIRE ]2025
Vi \/"" B bt \ 8th D b
Ashington Town' Co&mcﬂ Offers Free Swammlnq Se§51ons A V4 2025 gt
\. \ : \': . \‘ — =

5th December
2025

\
O, G N

Finance &éeneraI\Serwces Commtttee Meet

‘\

%Jn 0 12/2025

1st December
2025

Relive the Mam_c OfflClal theo of Ashlnqton Ghnstmas Light Switch-On
Now Available ) Y G /’

e, £

1st December
2025

Ashington Town Counéi andiorthumberland Countv Council Kerb Appeal

Trial i S,
4 ah

28th November
2025

Ashington Town Councnl and Northumberland County Council Launch Kerb

27th November
2025

Appeal Trial N

Ashington Town Council Adobt§ Civility & Respect Pledge and Commits to
Enhanced Standards in Public Life

26th November
2025

Ashington Town Council to Distribute Reindeer Food at Tuesday Market
Event

25th November
2025

Ashington Christmas Market Moves to Hirst Park in Partnership with Heart
of the Hirst Christmas Fair

24th November
2025

Signed/Date:
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: . Likes and
Title Date published 1) Reach® . ranctioas (i BY Shares @ 11

rmmm It's great to see opportunities like this bein... ‘ Boost l ‘ I ‘ 12 Nov 2025 31244 34 4

ﬁ (@g Pnoto + &3 Ashington Town Council

| https://www.ashingtontowncouncil.gov.uk

**|" Boost H ; 19 Dec 2025 23630 49 10
0@ Photo * &% Ashington Town Council [ e i O a
& 4 Tellus what you think, Ashington! ... ‘ Bnost__l '“ml 9 Dec 2025 18.246 49 3
6 !J. Multimedia + €7 Ashington Town Council __i e 1. 5¥ ?
= Community Spirit Shines Through as Festiv...i_;;;;;H"T\ 14 Now 2025 12.000 98 14
G) @) Multimedia + €3 AshingtonTownCouncil |~ 1 '
12 Days of Christmas Market Postponed D... ‘—E;:s: “ 77! 13 Nov 2025 10942 8 %7
(g Proto + &3 Ashington Town Council e S ) R i
(Click on the link to read in full} https:/fww... | o ‘__' ;
e " @ Photo * &¥ Ashington Town Council Ion,oit‘ sl g Wdoniary 16:00 10298 2 L
G 4 4 CHRISTMAS WINDOW COMPETITI... | BoostH“—} A G i . i 4
(f] @) Multimedia + ¢5 AshingtonTownCouncil | Il :
| Boost || | 27Nov2025 8,902 30 6
i Bl || | 9Dec2025 8552 6 6
= oost || e ;
0@ Phato + &* Ashington Town Council ‘ = ‘{, % s
JEi= https:f/wwwi.ashingtontowncouncil.govak... | Boosti‘ 1 Dec 2025 6162 0 6
-7'57 AO @8 Fhoto + & Ashington Town Council ! ! i

‘\

Project Shield Update = 18“‘ February, 5: OOpm at County Hall, and online. The Executive Officer
provided an update on Pro;ect SHIELD? “The Council is currently awaiting an update for the
current year. It was noted th\at the Police and Crime Commissioner role no longer impacts
funding, and as a result, fundlng for four employed officers is unavailable. The Executive Officer
met with the relevant contact on Friday and reported that representatives are attending several
Town Councils. An information session has been arranged for the 18th February at County Hall,
or online at 5:00pm, to update all Councils. The purpose of the session is to enable Councils to
agree on how their funding is to be allocated. Visits to other councils are also being undertaken
to explore further funding opportunities.

ClIr Purvis raised the matter of water at Nursery Park. The Allotments Officer advised that a
significant volume of surface rainwater is entering the site. One of the gardens is also

Signed/Date: . Page 9
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experiencing considerable waterlogging, which is causing water to disperse onto the adjacent
path.

Clir Davis referenced the email circulated regarding asbestos discovered on the allotment site
and requested an update. The Allotments Officer confirmed that the first instance involves small
fragments, which may be attributable to the recent heavy rainfall and ground disturbance
caused by vehicle movement. A further avenue on the site has also been found to contain
asbestos; the Allotments Officer indicated this may have been. fly-tlpped though this could not
be confirmed at this stage. // N

L N
Clir Brown noted that asbestos is a recurring issue in the “allotment area and yhighlighted that
buildings along North Seaton contain asbestos, ralsmg concer\n that this material\could

ultimately contaminate the allotments. _/ : \
\ - Q ".\
\ \\ \ \\\
FGS2526/128 BUDGET AND EXPENDITURE 2025.-'26 O S
4 N . N A

a) Updated Budget Report ( A db QO \
The updated budget and expenditure report was RECEIVED and there were NG questlons\to
the RFO. ; A \\ / \ Vo]

b) Accounts Paid and to be Pard N /
The schedule of accounts paid was RECEIVED and tho/se accounts pald since, the Iast meeting
was ENDORSED and there were NO questlons recelved . W

c) Bank Reconcrl;atron : ] \ Q ‘\.\ y /

b
The bank reconC|I|atlon dated 31$tJanuary 2026 was RECEIVED

FGS2526/129 UK TOWN CULTURE 2028 EXPRESSION OF lNTEREST (placed on the
agenda by Clir Carolme Ball) 2 t, ;

A
-

Clir Ball descnbed that Ashlngton has a strong cultural foundatron citing the Pitman Painters as
a notable example .She expressed that even without g successful outcome, pursuing this
opportunity would provrde the town with hope and ra|se its profile. She highlighted that
Ashington already hasa wealth of. culture and eX|stlng projects to build upon, and referenced
Animating Ashlngton as ewdence that bnnglng opera to the streets of the town drew a genuine
audience. )

\ v 4 2
Clir Amery raised concern regardlng the.timeline, noting that the submission must be made by
31st March, leaving only. SIX or seven weeks, and expressed concern about the impact this
would place on officers. cllr. Ball confirmed she is willing to lead and carry out the work herself,
as she feels strongly about the opportunity. She advised that she has already contacted several
organisations who have expressed willingness to be involved.

Clir Wright expressed his full support for the motion, noting that Billy Connelly once performed
at Bubbles Bar, and that for a town of its size, Ashington has made a notable mark on history.
He acknowledged that Ashington has at times suffered reputationally, even amongst its own
residents, and suggested that this initiative would help address that by celebrating the very best
the town has to offer.

Signed/Date: Page 10
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Clir Davis also expressed support for the motion, referencing the town’s strong sporting culture
and its association with the Charlton brothers as a further example of Ashington’s heritage.

Clir Fox stated that she sees no reason not to proceed and that the Council can only try. She
noted that if local organisations came together, the initiative would also benefit their own
publicity and bring attention to organisations that residents of Ashington may not even be aware
of.

Clir Green advised that he had received a briefing from a direetor at the County Council, who
had informed him of other towns also submitting bids. He, noted that Ashington would be
classified as a medium-sized town and that, on that basrs the town has a strong chance of a

successful outcome. o \\ \

Clir Ball W|th this pl’OjeCt

; \-- b A
/-\ - h , i
FGS2526/130 PARTNERSHIP BOAR/D UP[y\TE RQPQRT <
Clir Grimshaw described the report as excellent and pralse\d the Work undertaken as \
outstanding. \\ / N |
h \ L\ ] .‘\ £ t

Clir Brown welcomed the cgntrlbutlons ma\de by ofﬁcers and fe Iovkcouncnlors but no{ed t/hat the
Council appears to be demonstratrng to. \t\he County Councrl the direction of travel and c;:\utloned
that this should not be forgotten as a core e\ervrce résponsibility. He' questloned how much the
County Council is contributing; (given that' Ashlngton Toﬁrn Council is commlttlng £237 000, and
suggested that resrdents of Ashlngton may' eﬁectlvely\be pay|ng twice for.this servrce with the
funds potentially better deployed elsewhere The Executlve Officer conﬁrmed that Clir Brown
requested this information at the most. recent Partnershlp Meetrng and it had not yet been

1

rovided. A N SR _
p '\.‘ ._7\ ~,\“ \_\ . 4 ‘-,\‘ 2 & /
Clir Chambers drew’ a comparlson wrth the cleansrng serwce notlng that it too was a core
service, that had been enhanced as IS the case W|th the current arrangement She expressed
the view that the Council has consnstently pald for enhanced services and queried the basis of
Clir Brown' s object|on ' . N R
Clir Coyle sought the permrssron of the Chair to address CIIr Brown directly, asking whether, as
a member of the: partnershlp, he wished for. Ashrng}on Town Council to continue with it, and if
not, how he would propose‘the fundlng be spent instead. He also asked Clir Brown to consider
what impact the removal of t" ve operatlves would have on the town.

y
Clir Brown responded that .under the rlght circumstances, he would support continuing the
Partnership. He noted that when the arrangement was first established, the overall pot was
close to £900,000, whereas the County Council’s contribution has since reduced considerably.
In response to the funding questr,on he suggested the money equates to approximately £40,000
per ward, which could be used for ward enhancements. He acknowledged that the Council
should have a say in the deployment of operatives but maintained that the current arrangement
amounts to paying for core service provision rather than a genuine enhancement. He added
that the County Council is aware that, should the situation not improve over the coming years,
the Council may consider withdrawing from the partnership.

' /Date: . .\ 1
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Clir Ball raised a point of order that the meeting be engaged and not a back and forth between
two ClIrs. The Chair intervened to halt the discussion, stating that the same concerns are raised
repeatedly, and emphasised that there is no intention to remove officers who perform excellent
work and collaborate effectively. The Chair noted that this ongoing uncertainty is detrimental to
the officers whose employment may feel at risk.

ClIr Ball spoke to the matter of value for money, observing that £40,000 per ward is a modest
sum relative to what the Council seeks to achieve. She hlg/hllghted that without the operatives,
the condition of Ashington would be significantly worse, and praisedithe dedication and effort of
the workforce. She expressed a wish that the operatrves do not feel dlsheartened by the
recurring debate. . N N

) < . N
// b )N 0N

ClIr Coyle acknowledged that Clir Brown contrlbutes posmvely tti\the comm|tt\ee and has put
forward good ideas but expressed frustration that discussions in full} Council meetm\gs appear to
regress rather than progress. He noted thatthe Cohncn benefits from 2 a\15% d|scount from the
County Council because of having five, opera ives in. pla\e when compared to what emb&yment
costs would be otherwise. ,/ .

i,

\\ ) A \\\

Clir Simm expressed her appreciation forthe |mpact of the Partnership, citing |mt|at|ves£suc\>h as
Kerb Appeal as particularly i |mpresswe She. noted that, reS|dents\t\ave also observed ; >
improvements, including grass edging'and gully Glearance and h:ghllghted the VISIble - effort of
officers including personally\asmstlng w1th l|tter plc mg \_\\\\ R

h \ ‘.
Clir Amery acknowledged that he has not always been the strongest advocate fpr/the
partnership but stated ‘that over recent\mopthS\there has: been a meanmgful shift in the
Council's ability to mﬂuence the deployment of ope[atlves He encouraged the partnership to
continue evolving). commended the commlttee for: thelr efforts and stressed the importance of
ma|nta|n|ng the current momentum g Ty &

\ \ \\ ‘. '\\ < B ’/’

Clir Da\nes clarified that he has never/advocated for abolrshlng the partnership but questioned
whether it IS appropnate for the Council to. pay £250 000 to the County Council for what he
considers to be a core service: He drew a companson W|th other towns and parishes that do not
have a S|m|lar enhancement agreement such’ as\Seahouses and noted that the two principal
councils with such agreements are Blyth and Ashmgton He called for a review of the agreement
and a companson ‘with other: areas, to establish whether the Council is receiving fair value. He
reiterated that he is not seeklng to cause division, ‘and acknowledged that the current delivery is
excellent, but expressed a desire for. proper scrutlny He also recalled that when the original
agreement was made, certaln commitments were given that were never fulfilled.

,/.'

Clir Purvis noted that he has\been a member of the Council since its establishment and that this
issue has been raised every year without anyone ever approaching him or the Council with a
viable alternative. He stated that the current level and quality of service cannot be replicated for
£237,000 through any other means and expressed concern that the debate continues to go
around in circles.

Clir Grimshaw closed by thanking the operatives, officers, and members of the board for their
exceptional work. She encouraged anyone with ideas for further enhancement to bring them to
the attention of the Executive Officer. Clir Grimshaw also suggested that those Clirs who feel

Signed/Date: Page 12
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they have alternative ideas to the current arrangement get their heads together and bring
something to be considered.

FGS2526/131 ASHINGTON COMMUNITY WOODS

An update on the project was received with a report of the last meeting held. The report outlined
progress on the proposed improvements to the site entrance and Miners’ Memorial. The project,
developed in partnership with Groundwork and the Friends Group, has included community
consultation, initial design options, and preparation for a futurezfunding application.

The report summarised feedback from 48 consultation responses hrgh!lgh\lng that the woods
are well-used by local residents, primarily for dog walking*and exercise. Keyissues raised
included fires and camps, drainage and parking concerns, dog fouling, and" oyergrown paths.
While most respondents felt the entrance was welcoming, sugge\stlons included, |mgroved
drainage, better signage and waymarking, and a hentage -themed'feature if artwork'were to be
introduced. There was limited support for addltlonai\seatlng or shelters‘due to concerns about
vandalism and anti-social behaviour. /,/ / A \ \ A

1 o N = A N
The Steering Group also noted practloal conaderahonshudmg dr’alnage works aoce\ss tor
horses and people with disabilities, wider. parkrng issues, andthe’f)otentral to use‘dlgltal \
interpretation (such as QR codes) to enhance vusﬁor engagement The report and. mltlal deS|gn
concepts were noted. Y G 4 > \ 4

b . . \ &
\\‘ -.\_. 4 \ \ \ -
/

The report and update was recelved Cllr Amery expressed his appreolatnon for the woods,
describing it as a, brilliant'asset for Ashlngton\ nd sugg}ested that it would beneflt from some
Council funding, such as the prowston of addltqonal seatlng BN y

Clir Fox agreed that the woods is a fantast|c asset and\t\hat she makes great use of it herself,
however she dlsagreed with the proposal for addltronal Seating, expressmg concern that during
the summer months this could attract antu social) behaviour from young people and result in
damage to the asset. She suggested that the condition of the grounds should be addressed
before conS|derat|on is gwen to further addltlons such as seatlng or statues.

Clir Ball noted that she had attended the recent meetlng and was struck by the genuine care
shown by those present for the asset. She hlghllghted that when the community woods were
established, there was an understandlng that.without continued funding, the paths and wider
infrastructure would fall into disrepair. She conﬂrmed that she would be happy to direct ward
funds towards the asset and to explore additional funding sources if required.

A
The Executive Officer oonfirmed that the rhoney set aside by the Council will fund the initial
project scope and completion of grant funding applications for larger pots of money.

FGS2526/132 SMALL AND 'ANI),IUAL GRANTS 2026/27
It was AGREED that the working group would be reconvened.

Clir Brown advised that Clir Tully had expressed an interest in joining the committee, as had Clir
Brown himself.

ClIr Fox drew attention to an issue she had observed with the small grants process, noting that
smaller organisations such as Community Interest Companies can often struggle to access
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funding and may disengage from the process entirely due to the requirement for 12 months
accounts. She suggested that consideration be given to establishing a separate funding pot
specifically for smaller and newer organisations to apply to.

Clir Green expressed his support for Clir Fox’s suggestion.

Clir Brown took the opportunity to thank all those involved in the North Seaton Colliery
Community Centre, confirming that the solar panels are now. fully installed and operational and
that the central heating installation is complete. He also extended thanks to Kompan for their
contribution to the play park. Gy

0 ¢ @

It was AGREED that those members of the Grant’s G\roup contlnue CIIrs Gnmshaw
Chambers, Green, Ball, and Davison with the ac(dltlo ‘of Clirs Br&vn and TuIIy

‘\

\ \ \\
FGS2526/134 DATE, TIME AND VENUE FOR TH \Q\IEXT MEETING\ \
Tuesday 10" March 2026, 6:00pm, Councyham e[\\ _ \: A N
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